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FINAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  APPALACHIAN  NA^ 
TIONAL  PARK  COMMISSION  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
THE  INTERIOR 

Former  Director  Stephen  T.  Mather,  in  the  seventh  annual  report 
of  the  National  Park  Service,  1923,  wrote : 

1  rtiould  like  to  see  additional  national  parks  established  east  of  "i/-  i««iPI^^^ 
but  just  how  this  can  be  accomplished  is  not  clear.  There  should  be  a  topical 
section  of  the  Appalachian  Range  established  as  a  national  park  with  it^^ative 
floi-a  and  fauna  conserved  and  made  accessible  for  public  use  and  jts  dev^g 
ment  undertaken  by  Federal  funds.  As  areas  in  public  ownerehip  in  ihe  Bast 
are  atVSt  limiled  to  a  number  of  forest  reserves  acquired  under  the  pro- 
vLions^of  the  weeks  Act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  lands  for  the  Protection 
of  forls?s  and  the  headwaters  of  streams,  it  appears  that  the  only  Pr^cticab^ 
way  park  areas  can  be  acquired  would  be  by  donation  of  lands  from 
^  pXteS^donated*  as  in  the  case  of  ti»e  Lafayette  National  Park. 

Early  in  1924  Director  Mather  conferred  with  Secretary  Hubert 
Work  regarding  the  recommendation  in  his  report  and  found  the 
Secretary  an  enthusiastic  indorser  of  his  project.  Secretary  Work 
immediately  took  steps  to  have  an  investigation  made  of  the  south- 
^  Appalachian  Mountain  region  with  a  view  of  determining 
whether  it  included  areas  suitable  for  national  parks.  He  decided 
that  this  investigation  could  best  be  accomplished  by  a  special  com- 
mittee appointed  for  this  purpose.  ^  .  ^  .  <rpnpral 
On  February  16,  1924,  he  wrote  to  Mai.  W.  A.  Welcli,  general 
manager  and  Thief' engineer  of  the  PalisaJes  Inter^ate  Park  Com- 
mission of  New  York,  and  Representative  Henry  W.  Temple,  M«m- 
Cong^el  from  Pennsylvania,  inviting  them  to  serve  on  the 
pfoposed  He  also  request^ed  the  Director  of  the  United 

itates  Geological  Survey  to  assign  Col.  Glenn  S.  Smith,  division 
eSneer  of  the  Geological  Survey,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  to 
reSesent  the  Secretary,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Barrm^on  Moore,  secre- 
{ary  of  the  Council  on  National  Parks,  Forests,  and  Wild  Life,  New 
York  asking  that  the  council  select  two  of  its  members  to  serve  on 
the  committfe.    This  council,  on  March  4,  1924  ^r.  Harian 

P  Kelsey  of  Salem,  Mass.,  a  former  president  of  the  A^pala^man 
Mountain  Club,  and  Mr.  William  C.  Gregg,  of  the  National  Arte 

^AH  mZbIS*hivited  to  form  this  committee  accepted,  and  a  meet- 
inf  ofTlS  commS  was  called  for  March  26,  1924  and  held  at 

2  &  p  m  inX  office  of  Director  Mather,  of  the  National  Park 
lervi^ce.   Representative  Temple  presided  at  the  meeting,  havmg 

been  designated  chairman  by  the  f«^^*»2.1bl  co^SS  decided 
After  discussing  the  question  of  a  name,  the  committee  aeaaea 
that  it  should  be  iTnown  as  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Pwk 
rWmif?^  Col  Glenn  S  Smith  was  elected  secretary  and  treas- 
Sr^lTno  Gtem^^^^^  were  available  for  ta^ng  care  of 

3^y  expe^es  that  might  be  incurred  in  comiecUon  with  the  commit- 
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INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


FIN/II  REPORT  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  APPALACHIAN  NA- 
Tm ALP  ARK  COMMISSION  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

THE  INTERIOR 

Former  Director  Stephen  T.  Mather,  in  the  seventh  annual  report 
of  the  National  Park  Service,  1923,  wrote: 

I  Should  like  to  seo  acm.iona,  .™.tlo->  .K-l;'  't''''''^^T^^i^7'^^ 

are  at  present  limited  to  a  ^uml^f  of  Joi^t Reserves  acq  p^tection 
visions  of  the  Weeks  Act  t^^  Ta^lLf  that  the  onlv  practicable 

of  forests  and  t»»t»»^Y^^f  t^*/J?S\ -uM  b^^^  of  lauds  from 

KWd^nS  SM^-'o^\h^  Lafayette  National  Par.. 

Earlv  in  1924  Director  Mather  conferred  with  Secretary  Hubert 
W?rk  re^ardint  Vhe  recommendation  in  his  feport  and  found  the 
Se^iLiT  an  enthusiastic  indorser  of  his  project.    Secretary  Work 

'"oTrXtrf  l^l^  rCte  to  Maj.  W.  A.  WelA,  general 

gt»L  Geological  Survey  ^^ff\^(':l^:^„firZ,;,^U> 

the  committee    Th,s  oounc.l      Ma^h^mj,  ^le^^  , 
SoSj:'Cl«br  aM'  Mr:  William  C.  'oregg,  of  the  National  Arts 
^Sl  S^^&ited  to  form  *is  committee  accepted  and  a  meet- 

in,  of  the  .co-^itt^^'^l  SSxfr  Mat^  *  of'tie  Natrotl  Park 
letvi^ceZ-KeV^r Te^Xpre^ded  at  the  meeting,  having 

been  designated,  chairman  by.*^' J^^Slbf  oomm  tSe  decided 
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tee's  investigations,  it  was  necessary  that  the  members  bear  such 
expenses  personally.  Mr.  Gregg  donated  $500  for  the  committee's 
use.  Later,  as  this  fund  was  exhausted,  Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller,  jr., 
gave  an  additional  $500  and  Mr.  Mather  $250. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  Secretary  Work  met 
the  committee  in  his  office,  issued  instructions,  and  later  gave  out  the 
following  statem^t  for  the  press: 

The  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commit  l  ee  at  its  first  meeting, 
organized  under  the  chairmanship  of  Representative  Henry  W.  Tem^,  elected 
Col.  Glemi  S,  Smith  secretary  and  treasurer. 

As  the  committee  already  has  a  large  number  of  requests  for  examinations 
of  territory,  it  was  decid  d  to  send  out  a  questionnaire  to  all  interested  com- 
munities. The  committee  wislies  to  have  it  known  tliat  it  considers  its  scope 
confined  to  the  southern  Appalachian  Mountains,  not  extending  north  of  the 

northern  border  of  Maryland.  „   -         ^  ,  '  ^ 

The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  Is  subject  to  the  call,  of  thfe  chairman  and 
wUl  probably  not  occur  until  a  considerable  amount  of  data  is  available. 

Oommnnlcatlons  suggesting  national  park  sites  have  been  received  from 
the  following  localities :  Knoxville,  Tenn. ;  Jonesboro,  Tenn. ;  Cleveland,  Tenn. ; 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Elizabethton,  Tenn.;  Johnson  City,  Tenn.;  tri-State  area, 
Kentucky-Tennessee-Virginia ;  Mammoth  Cave,  Ky. ;  Clay  City,  Ky. ;  AsheviUe, 
N  C  •  Linville,  N.  C. ;  Bakersville,  N.  C. ;  Wilmington,  N.  C. ;  Louisville,  Ky. ; 
Staunton,  Va.;  Wise  County*  Va.;  Big  Knob,  Va.;  Harrisonburg,  Va.;  Morg^- 
town,  W.  Va. ;  Berkeley  Springs,  W.  Va. ;  Canaan  VaUey,  W.  Va. ;  Atlanta,  Ga. 
(Chamber  of  Commerce)  ;  and  Tallulah  Park,  Ga. 

It  was  decided  by  the  committee  that  when  the  questionnaires  had 
been  filled  out  and  returned  they  would  be  taken  up  for  consideration 
a&d  decifflon  as  to  which  ones  should  be  investigated  by  a  visit  of  the 
committee.  This  questionnaire,  which  was  intended  to  elicit  certain 
pertinent  facts  regarding  the  location,  area,  maximum  and  minimum 
altitude,  and  special  scenic  features  in  the  proposed  areas,  also  a^ed 
for  a  statement  regarding  improvements,  whether  the  area  had  been 
lumbered,  and  the  approximate  price  that  would  probably  be  asked 

for  the  land  involved.  •     <•     •        -  •  it 

After  receiving  requests  from  several  localities  tor  inspection  ot 
their  areas,  the  committee  decided  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  niake 
a  trip  throughout  the  Appalachiiin  region  to  determine  by  elmuna- 

tion  the  areas  for  inspection.         .     ^  n         u  * 

On  the  invitation  of  Representative  Thomas  M.  Bell,  Member  of 
Congress  from  the  ninth  district  of  Geca^a,  the  c<Mimutt«e  visited 
Gainesville  as  his  guests,  with  a  view  to  starting  from  Gainesville  on 
this  inspection  tour,  which  was  planned  to  take  m  the  mountain 
regions  m  the  vicinity  of  Highlands,  AsheviUe,  the  Linville  (jor^e, 
Grandfather  Mountain  area,  and  the  Roan  Mountain  section  m 
Not&i  Carolina  and  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  area  in  Tennessee. 

Secretary  Work  accepted  m  invitation  to  accompany  the  com- 
mittee on  this  trip,  and  tbe  party  left  Washington  July  ^6,  1934, 
arriving  at  Gainesville  July  26.  The  Secretary  and  toe  committee 
spent  the  night  at  Representative  Bell's  residence  and  proceeded 
on  Julv  27  to  Clayton,  Ga.,  accompanied  by  about  60  prominent 
Giordans,  including  Governor  Clifford  M.  Walker  and  United 
8(!at^  Senator  W.  J.  Harris,  together  with  numerous  representa- 
tives of  the  press  md  members  of  chambers  of  commerce  and  otiier 
State  organSations.  After  spending  the  mght  in  the  vicmity  ot 
Yonah  Mountain,  the  committee  wmt  <»  to  Tallulah  Falls,  which 
they  inspected,  and  thence  to  Highlands,  N.  C,  for  the  nigJit.  At 
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this  point  the  committee  was  obliged  to  proceed  without  Secretary 
Work,  who  was  slightly  indisposed  and  remained  at  Highlands, 
returning  to  Washington  the  next  day. 

At  Highhinds  the  m^nbers  of  the  North  Carolina  clele^atKm  f  rom 
AsheviUe  met  the  committee.  This  delegation  was  headed  by  Col. 
J.  H.  Pratt  and  was  composed  of  repieseaatative  mm  from  the  west- 
ern part  of  North  Carolina.  ^  i,     •  « 

From  Highlands  the  committee  proceeded,  on  the  foUowing  day, 
to  Bovard.  visiting  en  route  Whiteside  Mountain  and  arrivii^  at 
Bovard  at  2  p.  m.,  where  they  were  entertained  at  a  luncheon  at  the 
Franklin  Hotel  given  by  the  citizens  of  the  town.  At  this  point  a 
second  delegation  from  AsheviUe  met  the  committee,  including  the 
mayor  of  AsheviUe  and  several  county  commissioners.  From  l^()vard 
the  committee  went  to  Grove  Pari  Inn,  AsheviUe.  for  the  m^ht 

A  delegation  from  Tennessee,  headed  by  W.  P..  Davis,  president 
of  the  Smokv  Mountains  Conservation  Association,  accompaniea 
bv  Col.  David  C.  Chapman,  chairman  of  the  Great  Smoky  Moun- 
tains Park  Commission  of  Tennessee,  and  Representative  J.  _WiU 
Taylor,  and  including  a  number  of  prominent  Knoxville  business 
men,  called  on  the  members  of  the  committee  on  the  evening  of  then- 
arrival  at  AsheviUe  and  presented  their  chum  for  location  ot  a 
national  park  in  the  Great  Smokv  Mountains  area.  The  foUuwing 
morning  the  party  left  Grove  Park  Inn  for  Mount  MitcheU  as  the 
truests  of  the  Mount  MitcheU  Motor  Boad  Co.  Luncheon  was  served 
at  the  hotel  atop  Mount  MitcheU,  and  on  descending  the  mountain 
the  party  proceeded  immediately  to  Blowing  Rock,  N.  C,  where  they 

spent  the  night.  .  .  . 

On  July  31  the  party  inspected  the  area  m  the  vicinity  of  Cjrand- 
father  Mountain  and  then  went  on  to  Linville  for  the  night. 

On  August  1  a  delegation  headed  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Kistler,  from 
Maricm,  N.  C,  took  the  ctaamittee  to  inspect  Linville  Gorge,  thence 
on  to  Marion,  where  they  were  entertained  at  the  Marion  Country 
Club  House.  Immediately  after  lunch  Messrs.  Gregg  and  Kelsey 
and  Colonel  Smith  were  taken  by  automobUe  to  Babrarsvillfi,  where 
they  addressed  a  gathering  at  the  county  courthouse.  Doctor 
Temple  and  Major  AVelch  left  the  party  at  Marion  for  their  homes. 
After  spending  the  night  at  BakersviUe  the  committee  members 
were  taken  on  horseback  by  a  delegation  composed  of  local  men  to 
the  top  of  Roan  Mountain,  where  they  made  a  careful  inspection  of 
the  area  in  that  viduoty  and  returned  that  evening  to  Bakersville 

to  spend  the  night. 

On  August  3  the  committee  members  proceeded  to  Johnson  City. 

There  Colonel  Smith  was  obliged  to  leave  for  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Kelsey  and  Mr.  Ciregg,  in  response  to  :in  urgent  request  from 
the  Great' Smoky  Mountains  Park  Association,  went  to  KnoxviUe, 
Tenn.,  where  they  were  met  by  a  committee  who  took  tliem  in  charge 
to  visit  the  Smoky  Mountains  area.  Traveling  from  Knoxville  to 
GatUnburg  by  automobile,  they  found  that  all  necessary  preparations 
had  been  made  for  taking  the  party  to  Mount  LeConte  and  other 
hifdi  points  lying  in  the  center  of  the  proposed  park  area.  A  large 
number  of  people,  possiblv  40  or  50,  interested  in  the  park  move- 
ment, congregated  at  Gatlinburg,  but  only  the  members  of  the 
Gxieat  Smoky  Mountains  Park  Associatioii  accompanied  the  party 


4  SOUTHERN  APPAIiAOHIAN  NATIONAL  PA«E  COMMISSION 


on  their  trips.  For  the  next  five  or  six  days  Messrs.  Kelsey  and 
Gregg  were  sorted  on  horseback  to  various  liigh  points  of  interest, 
spending  one  night  on  Mount  LeConte,  f  rom;  whidbi  an  extensive 
view  of  a  larsre  part  of  the  area  proposed  for  a  park  could  be  seen. 

The  Governor  of  Tennessee  and  other  State  ofBciftls  met  the  com- 
mittee members  in  the  vicinity  of  Gatlinburg  on  their  retuni  from 
Mount  LeConte. 

After  an  extensive  investigation  of  the  Tenne-^see  side  of  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  area,  Mr.  Kelsey  returned  to  his  home, 
and  Mr.  Gregg  proceeded  on  horseback  through  Indian  Gap  to 
Bryson  City,  on  the  NortJi  Carolina  side,  and  spent  setoe  time  in 
investigating  the  areas  in  that  vicinity. 

On  September  12,  in  response  to  a  request  from  Governor  Morgan, 
of  West  Virginia,  for  the  members  of  the  committee  to  attend  a 
conference  to  be  held  at  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Major  Welch  and 
Colonel  Smith  went  to  that  place  where  a  large  assembly  of  West 
Virginians  held  a  meeting  in  the  auditorium  of  the  hotel,  presided 
over  by  Governor  Morgan.  The  governor  requested  that  the  com- 
mittee recommend  the  area  sulrounding  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
which  includes  numerous  other  springs,  as  a  location  for  a  national 
park.  After  the  meeting  the  committee  members  were  taken  by 
automobile  to  inspect  the  area  recommended. 

Major  Welch  and  Colonel  Smith  left  that  evening  for  Luray  to 
inspect  an  area  lying  in  the  Blue  Kidge,  extending  from  Front  Royal 
to  Waynesboro.  On  arrival  at  Luray  they  were  met  by  several 
hundred  residents  Imded  by  a  band.  It  developed  that  two  delega- 
tions were  present,  one  representing  those  interested  in  recommend- 
ing the  Massanutten  Mountains  as  an  area  to  be  considered,  and 
the  other,  headed  by  Mr.  George  Freeman  Pollock,  of  Skyland, 
recommending  the  inspection  of  the  Blue  Ridge  area.  The  com- 
mittee members  decided  to  go  immediately  to  Skyland  to  make  the 
inspection  of  that  area  first^  The  delegation  from  the  iSIassanutten 
Mountains  area  was  invited  by  Mr.  Pollock  to  accompany  the  Blue 
Bidge  delegation,  and  the  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  committee  members,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Pollock,  spent 
three  days  inspecting  the  area  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Skyland, 
visiting  White  Oak  Canyon,  Stony  Man  Mountain,  and  the  mountain 
ridge  south  of  Skjdand  f or  a  distance  of  12  or  15  miles.  After  this 
short  inspection  Colonel  Smith  and  Major  Welch  were  so  favorably 
impressed  with  the  area  that  they  postponed  further  investigation 
until  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the  whole  committee  toi  visit  it. 

The  del^ation  recomjnending  the  Massanutten  Mountains  area, 
after  this  visit,  were  convinced  that  the  area  surrounding  Skyland  was 
superior  to  the  Massanutten  area;  therefore  the  committee  made  no 
investigation  of  Massanutten  at  that  time. 

On  October  16,  1924,  Major  Welch,  at  the  urgent  request  of  Col. 
L.  B.  Musgrove,  of  Jasper,  Ala.,  who  had  invited  the  entire  committee 
to  inspect  an  area  in  northern  Alabama,  went  to  J asper  as  the  com- 
mittee's representative  and  was  shown  an  area  extending  from  Muscle 
Shoals  Dam,  ioining  the  Alabama  National  Forest  on  the  south,  and 
eompriang  about  200,000  acres.  It  was  learned  that  this  area  con- 
tains a  large  number  of  valuable  coal  seuns  and  deposits  of  other 
minerals  which  made  it  impracticable  for  cottsaderation,  becam 
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its  selection  as  a  na^nal  park  would  prevent  future  industrial 
developments. 

•  After  the  brief  inspection  of  the  Blue  Ridge  area  by  Major  Welch 
aad  GoJonel  Smith,  Mr.  Gregg  visited  Skyland  and  spent  a  week  in 
more  thoroughly  inyesti^ti^  the  areas  lying  between  Skyland  and 
Waynesboro,  riding  the  ridge  on  horseback. 

After  leaving  Skyland  he  stopped  at  Harrisonburg,  where  he  at- 
tended a  luncheon  of  the  Rotary  Club  at  which  50  or  60  members  were 
present  and  discussed  with  them  the  possibility  of  locating  a  national 
park  in  the  Blue  Ridge  area.  There  seemed  to  be  divided  opinion  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  as  to  the  proper  location  of  the  proposed 
park,  as  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  recommending  the  Massanutten 
Bange,  lying  west  of  the  main  Blue  Bidge.  This  divided  opinion  as 
to  the  merit  of  the  two  localities  was  soon  overcome,  however  and 
those  who  had  been  in  favor  of  the  Massanutten  area  joined  xoroes 
with  the  advocates  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

In  October,  1924,  Mr.  Gregg  offered  to  make  an  inspection  trip 
through  the  Southern  States  at  his  own  expense  with  a  view  to  locat- 
ing pcesible  ajieas  for  a  national  park  which  the  remaining  members 
of  the  committee  could  inspect  later.  He  visited  the  northern  parts 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  and  western  North  Carolina,  going 
as  far  south  as  Tallulah  Falls  in  Georgia,  and  stopping  at  Clayton, 
the  county  seat  of  Rabun  County,  and  Dillard,  Ga.,  and  Highlands, 
N.  C.  Though  he  found  several  areas  of  scenic  beauty,  they  were  too 
thickly  settled  and  too  highly  cultivated  for  national-park  purposes. 

From  Highlands  he  proceeded  to  Asheville  and  thence  to  Marion, 
N.  C,  where,  under  the  guidance  of  A.  M.  Kistler,  he  visited  Blowing 
Bock.  Mr.  Kistler  then  took  Mr.  Gregg  to  Grandfather  Mountain, 
which  had  been  highly  recommended  as  one  of  the  outstanding  areas 
for  a  national  park.  A  day  was  spent  in  tiie  vidnity  of  this  moun- 
tain, and  then  Mr.  Gregg  was  taken  by  Mr.  Kistler  on  horseback  down 
the  Linville  Gorge  to  view  Linville  Falls,  thence  back  to  Marion. 
The  route  followed  by  Mr.  Gregg  was  the  one  which  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  had  previously  traveled. 

Early  in  November  Major  Welch  visited  Cumberland  Gap  and 
vicinity  and  decided  that  owing  to  the  large  number  of  mineral  de- 
podts  within  the  area  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  secure  the  land 
for  park  purposes. 

Later,  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  George  Freeman  Pollock,  proprie- 
tor of  Skyland,  Representative  Temple,  Major  Welch,  and  Colonel 
Smith  visited  the  Blue  Ridge  area  for  a  more  thorough  investiga- 
tion. Mr.  Kelsey,  owing  to  business  engagements,  was  unable  to 
accompany  the  other  conmiittee  members,  and  Mr.  Gregg,  who  had 
previously  made  the  inspection,  declined  the  invitation.  Making 
Skyland  their  headquarters,  and  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Pollock 
and  several  local  men  who  were  specially  interested  in  securii^the 
Blue  Ridge  area  for  a  park,  the  committee  were  piloted  throu^out 
the  area,  visiting  Stony  Man,  White  Oak  Canyon,  Ragged  Mountain, 
Hawks  Bill,  Black  Rock,  and  the  Rapidan  area,  where  President 
Hoover's  camp  is  now  located.  All  of  this  inspection  trip  was  made 
on  horseback,  the  committee  thus  being  enabled  to  get  a  close  view 
of  the  spedal  scenic  features  as  well  as  a  general  bird's-eye  view  of 
the  area  from  high  points.  The  inspection  trip  lasted  about  a  week, 
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and  the  m^nbers  &en  retumed  to  Washington.  During  their  stay 
at  Skyland  the  committee  was  met  by  Governor  E.  Iiee  Trinkle, 
Kepresentative  T.  W.  Harrison,  Judge  J.  Barton  Payne,  Boheit 

Sterling  Yard,  secretary  of  the  National  Parks  Assodation,  and 
William  J.  Showalter,  all  of  whom  advocated  the  location  of  a  na- 
tional park  in  the  Blue  Ridge  area. 

On  November  16  Chairman  Temple,  accompanied  by  Colonel 
gmiUi,  went  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  to  inspect  the  Great  Smoky  Moun- 
tains area,  as  they  were  the  only  members  ai  the  committee  who  had 
not  thoroughly  investigated  it.  They  were  met  by  the  officials  of 
the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Park  Association,  headed  by  W.  P. 
Davis,  president  of  the  association,  and  Col.  D.  C.  Chapman,  duair- 
man.  who,  with  other  interested  Tennesseeans,  took  them  over  prac- 
tically the  same  ground  that  had  been  visited  by  the  other  members 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Kelsey  was  the  only  member  of  the  committee  who  had  not 
visited  tl»  Blue  Bidge  lurea.  He  therefore  spent  December  5  to  12 
in  inspecting  the  area  extending  from  Front  Boyal  to  Skyland  and 
reported  to  the  committee  on  December  IS  that  he  was  heaatily  in 
accord  with  the  other  members  in  recwninending  that  area  as  a  site 
for  a  national  park. 

Chairman  Temple  called  a  meeting  of  the  committee  for  Decem- 
ber 12,  1924,  at  which  all  the  members  were  present.  After  the 
routine  business  was  disposed  of  the  committee  took  up  the  question 
of  a  report  to  Secretary  Work  covering  investigations  made  duruig 
the  eight  months  of  its  existence.  The  following  report  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  chainnan  of  the  committee : 

The  members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  you  and  designated  as  the 
Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Committee,  in  accordance  with  your  in- 
structions have  spent  the  past  eight  months  investigating  the  soothMnAppa^ 
lachian  mountain  region  with  a  view  of  determiBing  whettier  areas  «xiBt  of 
sufficient  size,  contahiiiig  scenery  of  such  grandeur,  and  at  the  same  time 
typical  of  the  region,  which  are  suitable  to  be  eonsiderea  as  a  site  for  a 

natioiial  parlc  ,  ^ 

Nature  calls  us  all,  and  the  response  of  the  American  people  has  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  creation,  so  far,  of  19  national  parks.  All  but  one  are  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  The  two-thirds  of  our  population  living  east  of  the 
Mississippi  has  contented  itself  with  a  few  State  parks,  not  knowing  tixat  m 
the  southern  Appalachian  Ranges  there  are  several  areas  which  fiU  the  deflnltton 
of  a  national  park,  because  of  beauty  and  grandeur  of  scene^,  presence  of  a 
wonderful  variety  of  trees  and  plant  life,  and  possiblUties  <rf  harboring  and 
developing  the  animal  life  cmnm<m  in  the  precoUmial  days  but  n©w  nearly 
extinct 

It  has  not  been  generally,  known  that  eastern  parks»  of  national  size  might 
still  be  acquired  by  our  Government.  The  committee  has  been  impressed  with 
the  amount  of  interest  manifested  in  all  sections  of  the  East  in  the  proposed 
establishment  of  a  national  park  in  the  southern  Appalachian  region,  and  this 
interest  has  resulted  in  numerous  requests  that  the  committee  inspect  various 
areas  Manv  of  these  requests  pertained  to  localities  tMt  have  abundOttt 
scenic  features,  but  which  are  not  of  sufficient  size  to  warrant  tn^  oemg 
considered  for  a  national  park.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  eraisider  eaijn^ 
fully  the  merits  of  the  various  proposed  sltee,  and  wherever  there  was  evidence 
that  an  area  seemed  to  justify  the  committee  in  making  a  personal  inspection, 
visits  have  hem  made  rfther  by  the  committee  as  a  whole  or  by  a  delegation 
ftom  it  Many  of  the  areas  in  these  mountains  having  unquestionable  national- 
park  features  are  now  in  the  national  forests  under  Government  control  and 
so  available  for  recreational  use;  the  committee  j§  not  disposed  to  suggest  a 
change  in  their  present  status.  '  ^ 

We  inspected  the  northern  part  of  Georgia,  whose  fine  mountains  blend  Witn 
the  Highland  region  of  southern  North  Carolina.  We  ascended  MQunt  Mitchell 
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and  viewed  the  splendid  Black  Mountain  Range  nwth  of  AsflieviUe.  We  went 
over  carefully  the  Grandfather  Mountain  region  which  for  our  s  udy  included 
tte  beautiful  country  from  Blowing  Rock  to  the  remarkable  Linville  Gorge, 
wl  SSded  tothe  call  of  the  poet-to  see  Roan  Mountain  if  we  would  really 
2e  S  sSrn  Appalachians.  We  went  to  Knoxville  and  from  there  to  the 
tons  Of  "  the  Big  Smokies,"  which  carry  on  their  crest  the  boundary  Ime  be- 
tween  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  We  went  into  Virginia  to  inspect  that 
portion  of  the  Blue  Ridge  on  the  east  side  of  the  Shenandoah  VaUey  wM^ 
extends  from  Front  Royal  to  Waynesboro.  Some  members  of  fte  committee 
also  visited  Cumberland  Gap,  southern  West  Virginia,  northern  Alabanw,  and 
eastern  Kentucky.  Several  areas  were  fonnd  that  contained  topographic  fea- 
tures of  great  scenic  value,  where  water&lls,  cascades,  cUff*  and  mountain 
peaks,  with  beautiful  vaUeys  lying  in  their  midst,  gave  ample  assurance  that 
any  or  all  of  thwe  areas  were  possible  for  development  into  a  national  park 
which  would  compare  favorably  with  any  of  the  existing  national  parks  in 
the  West  All  that  has  saved  these  nciir-by  re'noiis  fnnn  siMilianmi  lor  so 
long  a  time  has  been  their  inaccei^sibility  and  the  difficulty  of  profitablyex- 
ploiting  the  timber  wealth  that  mantles  the  steep  mountain  slop^.  Witt 
rapidly  increasing  shortage  and  mounting  values  of  forest  products,  h0W^v«^ 
we  face  the  immediate  danger  that  the  last  remnants  of  our  primeval  forests 
will  be  destroyed,  howev«:  remote  on  steep  mountain  ride  or  hidden  away  in 
deep  lon^  cove  they  may  be. 

The  conditions  in  the  Bast,  where  all  land  is  heLd  in  private  ovmership,  as 
compared  with  those  existing  in  the  West  when  national  parks  were  created 
from  Government-owned  lands,  have  made  our  problem  a  difficult  one.  The 
density  of  population,  together  with  the  commercial  development  in  progress 
or  in  prospect,  often  practically  prohibited  the  selection  of  areas  of  great  natural 
beauty  which,  if  located  remote  from  such  development,  would  have  been 

seriously  considered.  —  j.  ^ 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  park  in  the  Bast  should  be  located 
if  possible  where- It  wIU  benefit  ttie  greatest  number,  and  it  should  be  of 
sufficient  size  to  meet  the  needs  as  a  recreational  gronnd  for  the  people  not  only 
of  to-day  bnt  of  the  coming  generaticms.  The  committee  therefore  decided 
that  no  site  covermg  less  than  500  square  miles  would  be  considered.  This 
eliminated  a  large  number  of  proposed  areas  and  allowed  the  committee  to 
concentrate  its  efforts  on  a  few  that  appeared  to  be  possible  sites  on  account  of 
their  size,  location,  and  favorable  scenic  features.   These  sites  have,  therefore, 

been  thoroughly  examined.  \   ^  \s.   «• 

The  committee  laid  down  a  few  simple  requiremffli1»  for  its  guidance  m 
seeking  an  area  which  could  be  favorably  reported  to  you  for  tbe  possible 

consideration  of  Congress:  ^  ,  ,  ^ 

1.  Mountain  scenery  with  inspiring  perspectives  and  delightful  details. 

2.  Areas  sufficiently  extensive  and  adaptable  so  that  annually  millions  of 

visitors  might  enjoy  the  benefits  of  outdoor  life  and  communion  with 
nature  without  the  confusion  of  overcrowding. 

3.  A  substantial  part  to  contain  forests,  shrubs,  and  flowers,  and  moun- 

tain streams,  with  picturesque  cascades  and  waterfalls  overhung 
with  foliage,  all  untouched  by  the  hand  of  man. 

4.  Abundant  wrings  and  streams  available  t&e  camps  and  fishbw. 

5.  Opportunities  for  protecting  and  developing  the  wild  life  of  the  area, 

and  the  whole  to  be  a  natural  museum,  preserving  outstanding  fea- 
tures of  the  southern  Aj^aladbians  as  tliey  aj^eared  in  the  early 
pioneer  days. 

6.  Accessibility  by  rail  and  road. 

We  have  found  many  areas  which  could  well  be  chosen,  but  the  committee 
was  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  selecting  the  best,  all  thinj;s  considered. 
Of  these  several  possible  sites  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  easily  stand  first 
because  of  the  height  of  the  mountains,  deptibi  of  valleys,  ruggedness  of  the  area, 
and  the  unexampled  variety  of  trees,  shrubs,  and  plants.  TM  regioa  lacliidai 
Mount  Guyot,  Mount  LeConte,  CainfcrtmTM»  Dome,  and  Gregory  Bald,  wad  ihay  be 
extended  in  several  directions  to  Inetade  oilier  s^mdid  mountain  regtoas  adja- 
cent thereto.  .       ,     ,    ^     ,  * 

The  Great  Smokies  have  some  handicaps  which  will  make  the  development 
of  them  into  a  national  park  a  matter  of  delay ;  their  very  ruggedness  and 
height  make  road  and  other  park  development  a  serious  undertaking  as  to 
^ism  and  expense.  The  excessiye  raurfall  also  (not  yet  accurately  determmed) 
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is  an  element  for  f atnre  study  and  investigation  in  relation  botb  to  the  develop- 
ment work,  sobseqnent  administration,  and  recreational  use  as  a  national  park. 

The  Blue  Ridge  of  Vii^nia,  one  of  the  sections  which  had  your  committee's 
careful  study,  while  secondary  to  the  Great  Smokies  in  altitude  and  some  other 
features,  constitutes  in  our  judgment  the  outstanding  and  logical  place  for  the 
creation  of  the  first  national  park  in  the  southern  Appalachians.  We  hope  it 
will  be  made  into  a  national  park  and  that  its  success  will  encourage  the  Con- 
gress to  create  a  second  park  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains,  which  lie  some 
300  miles  distant  southwest. 

It  will  surprise  the  American  people  to  learn  that  a  national  park  site  with 
fine  scenic  and  recreatitmal  qualities  can  be  found  within  a  3-hour  ride  of  our 
National  C^idtal  and  within  a  day's  ride  of  40,000,000  of  our  inhabitants.  It 
bius  many  canyons  and  gorges  with  beautiful  cascading  streams.  It  has  some 
ig>l»idid  primeval  forests,  and  the  opportunity  is  there  to  develop  an  animal 
refuge  of  national  importance.  Along  with  the  whole  southern  Appalachians, 
this  area  is  full  of  historic  interest,  the  mountains  looking  down  on  valleys 
with  their  many  battlefields  of  Revolutionary  and  Civil  War  periods,  and  the 
birthplaces  of  many  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States.  Within  easy  access 
are  the  famous  caverns  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

The  greatest  single  feature,  however,  is  a  possible  sky-line  drive  along  the 
mountain  top,  following  a  continuous  ridge  and  looking  down  westerly  on  the 
Shoiandoah  Valley,  from  2,500  to  8,500  feet  below,  and  also  commanding  a 
view  of  tlie  Piedmont  Plain  stretching  easterly  to  the  Washington  Monument, 
which  landmark  of  our  National  Capital  may  be  seen  on  a  clear  day.  Few 
scenic  drives  in  the  world  could  surpass  it. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  creation  of  a  national  park  in  the  part  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia  above  described  and  shown  approximately  on  the  accom- 
panying map. 

We  have  not  attempted  to  estimate  the  cost  of  acquiring  this  area,  as  we  axe 
not  sure  that  it  falls  within  the  scope  of  our  committee's  work.  We  suggest, 
however,  that  a  sjftrit  of  constructive  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  among  some  of  the  large  landowners  of  tiUs  region  with  whom 
we  have  hem  in  touch  pnaniseB  reasonable  prices  and  perhftps  a  number  of 
doiiatifms. 

We  suggest  that  if  Congress  thinks  favorably  of  this  proposed  park  site,  a 
commission  be  appointed  to  handle  the  purchase  and  to  solicit  contributions 
and  to  arrange  condemnation  proceedings  if  the  State  of  Virginia  deems  it  wise. 
The  creatiMi  of  such  a  park  may  well  be  made  contingent  on  a  limited  total 
land  cost. 

Secretary  Work  invited  the  committee,  together  with  Representa- 
tive Cramton  and  Director  Mather,  of  the  National  Park  Service, 
to  a  dinner  at  the  Wardman  Park  Hotel  on  December  12.  At  this 
dinner  the  question  of  the  name  to  be  ^ven  to  the  proposed  park  in 
case  it  was  located  in  the  Blue  Ridge  area  was  discussed,  and  Mr. 
Kelsey  suggested  the  name  "  Shenandoah,"  which  met  with  the  unan- 
imous approval  of  those  present.  There  was  no  question  as  to  giv- 
ing the  area  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  long  known  as  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountains,  the  name  "Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Park." 

In  the  later  part  of  January  Major  Welch  accompanied  Gover- 
nor Peay,  several  senators  and  assemblymMi  from  the  Tennessee 
legislature,  the  highway  commissioner,  State  geologist,  State  for- 
ester, and  other  State  officials,  and  Colonel  Townsend,  president  of 
the  Little  River  Lumber  Co.,  to  the  Little  River  Lumber  Co.'s  hold- 
ings, which  lie  within  the  proposed  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Na- 
tional Park,  where  they  discussed  with  Colonel  Townsend  the  ques- 
tion of  the  purchase  of  80,000  acres  of  that  company's  land  proposed 
for  inclusion  in  the  national  park. 

Secretary  Work,  following  the  suggestion  made  in  the  committee's 
report,  recommended  to  Congress  that  a  commission  be  authorized  by 
them  to  investigate  areas  in  the  southern  Appalachian  Mountain 
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region  with  a  view  to  selecting  a  national  park  and  that  sufficient 
funds  be  appropriated  to  carry  on  this  work. 

On  January  27,  1925,  Representative  Temple  mtroduced  a  bill  m 
the  House,  and  Senator  Swanson  in  the  SenatCj  to  provide  for  secur- 

ino'  lands  in  the  southern  Appalachian  Mountains  and  the  Mammoth 
Cave  region  of  Kentuckv  for  perpetual  preservation  as  national 
parks,  this  biU  passed  the  Senate  February  12  and  the  House  i^eb- 
Fuary  16,  and  was  approved  by  the  President  February  21,  1^25. 
(Public  No.  487,  mth  Cong.)    It  reads  as  follows ; 

An  Act  To  nrovide  for  the  ^curing  of  lands  in  the  southern  Appalachian  Mountains  and  to 
the  MaiCtli  Cave  regions  of  Kentucky  for  perpetual  preservation  as  national  parks 

Be  U  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcpresentativefi  of  the  Unttea  States 
of  America  in  Congress  aaaemWed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  determine  the  boundaries  and  area  of  such  portion 
of  the  Bine  Kldge  Mountains  of  Virjriuia  lying  east  of  the  S«nith  I  ork  ot  tae 
Shenandoah  River  and  between  Front  Royal  on  the  r.orth  and  \\  ay.iHsi.ni-,)  on 
the  south  as  may  be  recommended  hy  him  to  be  acquired  and  adniiuistcied  as 
a  national  park,  to  be  ki.own  as  the  Shenandoah  Nationid  Tavk.  and  such  liov- 
tlon  of  the  Smoky  Mountains  lying  in  Tennes^see  and  North  Carolina  as  may  be 
recommended  bv'him  to  be  acquired  and  aduiia  stered  as  a  national  i)ark,  to  be 
known  as  the  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park,  and  in  the  Mammoth  Cave 
regions  of  Kentucky  and  also  such  other  lands  in  the  southern  Appalachian 
Mountains  as  in  his  judgment  should  be  acquired  and  administered  as  national 
parks,  and  to  receive  definite  offers  of  donations  of  lauds  and  moneys,  and  to 
secure  such  options  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  considered  reasonable  ai  d  ]ust 
for  the  purchase  of  lands  within  said  boundaries,  and  to  rei>oi  t  to  Cmuress 
thereon:  Provuied,  That  the  Secretary  of  tl-,e  Interior  may,  for  the  piu-po^e  of 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  appaint  a  coumrssion  of  five  members, 
composed  of  a  representative  of  the  luteiior  Department  and  four  national 
park  experts,  said  four  memliers  to  serve  witliout  compensation. 

Sec.  2.  A  sum  sufficient  to  secure  options  and  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  commission  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  deluding  the 
salary  of  one  clerk  to  the  commission  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  $2,000  per  annum, 
necessary  traveling  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  commission,  and  $10  per 
diem  in  Ueu  of  actual  cost  of  subsistence,  in  aU  not  to  exceed  $20,000,  is  herebj 
authorized  to  be  appropriated. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  bill  Seeretary  Work  ap- 
pointed all  the  members  who  had  served  on  his  informal  committee 
previously,  again  designating  Representative  Temple  as  chairman. 
Miss  E.  Louise  Belcher  was  appointed  as  clerk  to  the  commission. 
She  was  later  succeeded,  upon  her  resignation  on  October  31,  1929, 
by  Mrs.  Dorothea  H.  Erbach,  of  the  National  Park  Service.  Chair- 
man Temple  called  a  meeting  of  the  commission  for  March  5,  1925. 
At  this  meeting  Mr.  William  C.  Gregg  was  elected  vice  chainnan, 
and  Col.  Glenn  S.  Smith  was  again  elected  secretary. 

On  March  7,  1925,  the  Northern  Virginia  Park  Association  held  a 
banquet  at  the  Citv  Chib,  Washington,  D.  C,  in  celebration  of  the 
passage  of  the  biU  authorizing  the  selection  of  a  national  park  site 
in  the  Blue  Ridge  region.  The  honor  guests  present  were  Representa- 
tive Temple,  Major  Welch,  and  Colonel  Smith,  members  of  the  South - 
em  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission ;  Director  Mather,  of  the 
National  Park  Service ;  Senators  Swanson  and  Glass  and  Representa- 
tive Harrison,  of  Vir^nia ;  Mr.  Helmer  H.  Bryn,  minister  f  pmm  Nor- 
way; Colonel  Bell,  engineer,  District  Commissioner;  Representative 
Abernethy,  of  North  CaroHna ;  and  Robert  Sterling  Yard,  secretary 
of-  the  Natixmal  Parks  AsspciaUon* 
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The  chairman  called  a  meeting  of  the  commission  for  April  28, 
1925.  All  the  members  were  present  except  Mr.  Kelsey.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  conmnssion  ^ould  visit  the  Mtunmoth  Cave  area 
May  21,  22,  and  23,  and  that  as  maiiy  of  the  members  as  possible 
would  arrange  to  attend  the  fifth  annual  conference  on  State  par^ 
to  be  held  at  Skyland,  Va.,  May  25  to  28,  inclusive.  Secretary  Work 
accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  this  conference.  This  con- 
stituted his  first  visit  to  any  of  the  sites  proposed  for  national  parks 
by  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission. 

The  commission  arrived  at  Louisville  on  May  21  and  were  met  at 
the  train  by  members  ot  tiiud  entertainment  committee  of  the  Mam- 
moth Cave  National  Park  Association.  The  commission  was  given 
an  inf(Hinal  luncheon  at  the  Pendergrass  Club  by  this  association, 
after  which  they  were  taken  about  the  city.  They  were  entertained 
at  dinner  at  the  Brown  Hotel  by  the  Louisville  Automobile  Club. 
Several  hundred  guests  were  present  at  this  dinner,  including  Hon. 
William  J.  Fields,  Governor  of  Kentucky;  Congressman  M.  H. 
Thatcher,  of  the  Louisville  district ;  Edward  S.  Jouett,  vice  president 
and  g^eral  counsel  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Co. ;  and 
members  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park  Association. 

On  May  22  the  commission  was  taken  to  Cave  City,  from  which 
they  were  taken  in  automobiles  to  visit  the  area  proposed  for  a  na- 
tional park  and  the  numerous  caves  lying  withm  the  area.  That 
evening  a  dinner  was  given  to  the  commission  at  the  hotel  in  Cave 
City.  The  next  day  the  commission  continued  their  investigation,  in- 
cluding a  trip  on  "'the  Green  River.  After  the  completion  of  this 
investigation  they  returned  to  Louisville  and  left  for  Washington. 

On  May  25  Secretary  Work,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Smith,  at- 
tended the  fifth  national  conference  cm  State  parks  at  Skyland, 
where  Major  Welch  and  Mr.  Gregg  were  already  in  attendance. 
The  Secretary  addressed  the  conference  as  follows : 

Man's  ingenuity  has  led  him  into  many  diverse  lines  of  thought.  One  of  the 
most  remarkable  products  of  his  mathematical  mind  was  the  discovery  of  the 
Chrcmological  cycles.  These  cycles  are  based  on  the  recurrence  of  the  same 
astronomical  event  after  the  lapse  of  a  regular  period  of  years.  They  cause 
us  to  realize  that  our  universe  is  laid  out  according  to  a  definite  plan  ano 
help  establish  our  faith  and  respect  for  the  Architect.       ^.  ^  , 

In  the  most  obvious  operations  at  nature  we  also  see  this  idea  of  the  cycle 
manifested,  as  in  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  the  seasonal  changes,  and  the 
budding  and  falling  of  the  leaves.  Man,  in  his  small  way,  also  finds  himself 
running  around  in  circles.  The  cycle  of  man's  life  is  easy  to  follow  and  was 
well  expressed  by  the  great  writer  who  said  that  time's  glory  is  to  show  the 
grandmothca:  daughters  of  her  daughter,  to  make  the  child  a  man  and  the  man 

a  child.  ,  ......  i  4t^A 

In  our  study  of  man's  composite  existence,  as  written  in  history,  we  And 

civilizations  rising  in  splendor  from  out  of  the  shadow,  only  to  dissolve  into 
the  nothingness  from  whence  they  came,  after  comi^eting  tteir  cycle  of  exist- 
ence. Ruins  are  superimposed  upon  ruins,  and  all  are  now  covered  by  me  dust 

of  tll6  Stfi^S 

This  brings  to  mind  a  side  light  on  one  of  the  influences  which  may  be  re- 
motely responsible  for  this  meeting  here  to-day.  I  wonder  whether  the  great 
outdoor  movement  now  sweeping  the  country  is  not  after  all  only  the  operation 
of  the  law  of  cycles.  One  of  the  earliest  impulses  of  man  is  his  instinct  for 
shelter  Lont:  before  written  history  humanity  was  struggling  for  protection 
from  the  elements,  and  this  instinct,  from  necessity  becoming  spontaneous  im 
its  inception,  has  continued  down  through  the  years  till  ndW.  It  Is  seewra 
only  to  food  in  the  struggle  for  self-pres6rrtit4<m  and  e(MEttrlb«tifi«  W  €rtMRM*- 
able  existence.   Primitive  man  must  have  been  dedmated  In  lai«e  nwnbeM 


by  the  fury  of  the  elements  before  lie  learned  to  build  bouses  for  himself,  and 
it  took  him  thousands  of  years  to  attain  even  the  most  modest  structmrea  com- 
pared to  those  we  now  call  homes.  ,      .      ,       i  .1  •  f 

The  early  colonists  in  Virginia,  when  they  transformed  tlie  wilderness  into 
civilized  communities,  responded  to  the  same  instinct  as  primitive  man  and  in 
a  degree  repeated  his  struggle  for  shelter.  We  all  remember  the  accounts  of 
their  hardships  and  the  efforts  of  their  vigorous  leader,  Capt.  Joiui  Smith,  to 
persuade  them  of  the  necessity  to  labor  with  their  hands  if  they  would  lift 
themselves  out  of  their  predicament.  Those  first  log  cabins  Imve  since  mold- 
ered,  and  in  their  place  have  aris^  more  modern  structures. 

We  have  gradually  established  an  art^dal  life  depend«it  upon  the  indoors, 
untn  now  to  complete  the  cycle  we  are  turning  back  to  the  simph  r  pleasures 
found  in  the  woods,  in  contact  with  nature.  There  is  no  action  without  re- 
action. It  may  be  the  urge  of  the  returning  cycle  that  is  drawing  our  people 
from  the  conveniences  of  modern  homes,  which  it  has  taken  so  long  to  design 
and  build,  to  the  more  natural  surroundings  of  the  outdoors,  llesideuts  of 
modern  palaces  sleep  out  on  the  porch  and  our  American  Indians  refuse  to 
sleep  in  houses  built  for  them.  It  may  be  the  call  of  the  piritadttve  in  us 
rebelling  against  the  hothouse  existence  to  which  we  have  become  accustomed ; 
it  may  be  the  instinct  of  self-preservation  working  to  insure  the  survival  of 
the  species  by  the  disciplinary  effect  of  resistance  to  the  elements,  sometimes 
seen  in  those  who  go  out  to  walk  in  a  storm ;  or  it  may  be  only  an  effort  to  add 
variety  to  our  daily  round.  But  whatever  may  be  the  immediate  cause  of  this 
outdoor  movement,  back  of  it  all  may  be  the  operation  of  anotlier  phase  of  the 
cycle  of  existence.  We  are  attempting  after  a  fashion  to  complete  a  cycle 
begun  by  the  forebears  of  those  in  tlUs  region  who  struggled  to  oveicome  the 
forests  and  wild  life  we  now  seek  to  conserve. 

And  here  in  the  Blue  Bidge  of  Virginia,  in  the  very  heart  of  civilized  Amer- 
ica, lies  preserved  for  our  xise  a  bit  of  nature  that  is  identical  with  the  virgin 
territory  found  by  Capt.  John  Smith  and  his  heroic  followers.  Its  very  inac- 
cessibility has  kept  it  intact,  and  in  the  hurried  distractions  of  modern  life 
your  forefathers  have  not  had  the  time  to  conquer  this  wilderness,  which  is  one 
of  the  few  remaining  in  the  East.  It  is  now,  I  hope,  to  be  dedicated  to  the 
encouragement  of  our  instinctive  tendency  to  return  to  nature  and  the  outdoors. 

The  whole  national-park  movement  is  based  on  tills  desire  of  man  to  com- 
mune with  nature.  More  tiian  a  million  and  a  half  pe^le  last  year  vUdited  the 
19  national  parks  and  32  national  monuments  guarded  by  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  The  geysers  and  buffalo  of  Yellowstone,  the  gorges  <»f  Grand 
Canyon,  the  giant  trees  of  Sequoia,  the  glaciers  of  Mount  Rainier,  the  falls  of 
Yosemite,  the  prehistoric  dwellings  of  Mesa  Verde,  the  living  volcano  of  Lassen 
Peak,  and  the  petrified  forests  of  Arizona  have  attracted  millions  of  people  and 
will  continue  to  draw  them  westward  in  the  years  to  come.  It  is  time  that 
otiier  primeval  spots  in  t|ie  East  containing  similar  natural  wonders  be 
preserved  for  tiie  ben^  of  tMa  deasely  populated  section. 

The  opportunity  for  State  participation  in  reserving  smaller  areas  for  park 
purposes  has  developed  from  the  growing  popularity  of  the  national  parks. 
Director  Mather's  slogan,  "A  State  park  every  hundred  miles,"  has  spread  like 
a  contagion.  It  would  permit  the  motorist  traveling  across  the  country  pri- 
marily to  visit  the  national  parks  to  break  his  journey  in  a  State  park  about 
every  day's  drive.  The  idea  in  the  minds  of  many  of  us  is  that  the  National 
Park  Service  by  the  maintenance  of  large  areas  in  appropriate  sections  should 
form  tiie  bacUDone  of  an  interstate  park  chain  of  which  State  parks  would 
form  links.  Some  of  the  smaller  national  parks  and  national  monuments  should 
revert  to  State  control  and  become  State  pride.  This  plan  should  include  the 
taking  over  by  them  of  limited  areas  of  a  few  hundred  square  miles  or  less 
suitable  for  park  purposes.  There  are  small  areas — ^for  example,  the  interna- 
tionally known  Cumberland  Gap,  the  Carlsbad  Cave  in  New  Mexico,  all  i>oten- 
tial,  each  of  absorbing  interest  to  the  naturalist  and  financial  assets  to  States 
of  great  possibilities — that  might  well  be  developed  by  the  States  in  line  with 
this  policy. 

But  scenic  attractions  are  not  sufQcient  to  bring  people  to  a  State  in  large 
numbers  if  hi^ways  remain  unimproved.  This  has  been  the  experiejice  of  the 

West,  and  it  will  be  the  experience  of  the  Bast  if  the  park  system  is  to  be 
extended.  Many  States  in  the  West  long  ago  reali^d  the  financial  returns 
from  good  roads  as  feeders  for  the  national  parks,  and  we  now  have  a  chain 
of  highways  that  enable  tourists  to  go  from  park  to  park  in  safety  and  comfort. 
Linked  with  these  national  parlc3  by  good  roads  and  cooperative  admiiU&tration 
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Should  be  smaller  parks  and  mcmiunents  patterned  after  the  large  areas  but 

under  State  jurisdiction. 

To  further  the  State  park  idea,  which  is  the  inspiration  of  this  gathering,  I 
hope  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  reiterate  my  desire  to  support  your  efforts  along 
these  lines.  In  doing  so  let  us  not  overlook  the  underlying  purpose  of  file 
outdoor  movement,  which  is  to  give  us  a  momentary  glimpse  of  the  siinpler 
things  of  life,  to  increase  our  appreciation  and  tmderstanding  of  nature,  to 
bring  us  closer  to  the  scheme  ot  the  creation,  and  educate  oar  chlldr^  *•  through 
Nature  up  to  Natnre's  God." 

The  groves  were  God's  first  temples.    Ere  man  learned 

To  hew  the  shaft  and  lay  the  architrave 

And  spread  the  roof  above  tb&at—ete  he  framed. 

The  lofty  vault,  to  gather  and  roU  back 

The  sound  of  anthems ;  in  the  darkling  wood, 

Amidst  the  cool  and  silence,  he  knelt  down 

And  offered  to  the  Mistiest  ag^imn  thanks 

And  supplication. 

Immediately  after  his  address  the  Secretary  and  Colonel  Smith 
returned  to  Luray  and  thence  to  Washin^n  by  private  car,  fitt- 

nished  by  the  president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  at  Skyland  Mr.  Gregg  pro- 
ceeded to  Bryson  City,  N.  C,  with  a  view  of  making  further  inves- 
tigations in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  area  from  the  North  Caro- 
lina side.  The  special  objects  of  his  visit  were  to  determine  the 
feasibility  of  locating  a  scenic  drive  along  the  backbone  of  the  high 
mountain  range  and  to  determine  what  amount  of  damit^e  the 
numerous  lumber  companies  were  doing  by  cutting  timber  in  the 
proposed  area. 

On  July  7,  1925,  a  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Park  Com- 
mission, the  Asheville  Chamber  of  Commerce,  representatives  of 
the  lumber  companies,  and  residents  of  several  near-by  towns  was 
held  at  the  Battery  Park  Hotel,  Asheville,  with  State  Senator  Mark 
Squires  presiding.  All  the  members  of  the  Southern  Appalachian 
Park  Commission  were  present  except  Mr.  Kelsey.  A  discussion 
which  lasted  throughout  the  day  on  the  possibility  of  securing  the 
lands  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  area  that  at  the  time  were 
being  lumbered  was  carried  on  by  the  members  of  the  commission 
andlhe  representatives  of  the  lumber  companies.  It  was  evident 
from  this  discussion  that  strong  opposition  existed  to  the  park  idea 
and  also  that  lumbering  could  not  be  stopped  except  through  injunc- 
tion proceedings  or  c(Mid«miiati^  by  the  State  of  lands  proposed  for 
this  park,  if  the  area  was  selected,  Members  of  the  commission 
visited  the  officials  of  the  lumber  companies  and  endeavored  to  con- 
vince them  that  any  further  cutting  in  this  area  would  injure  the 
chances  of  its  being  selected  for  a  national  park,  but  met  with  very 
little  encouragement  from  any  of  these  officials. 

During  the  first  week  of  July  Colonel  Smith,  at  the  request  of 
SenatorMark  Squires,  chairman  of  the  North  Carolina  Park  Com- 
mission, met  that  commission  at  Bryson  Gty,  N.  C,  for  a  conference. 
The  North  Carolina  commission  had  spent  several  days  in  visitmg 
the  proposed  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  area,  as^  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  was  being  brought  to  bear  on  that  commis- 
sion for  them  to  recommend  the  Linville  Gorge  and  Grandfather 
Mountain  area  in  preference  to  the  Smoky  Mountains  area.  After 
they  had  visited  several  of  the  high  peaks  on  the  North  Carolina 
side  of  the  Great  Smokies  and  viewed  the  area  proposed  for  a  park, 
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the  members  of  the  commission  were  unanimous  in  stating  that  there 
was  no  question  as  to  the  area  they  had  just  investigated  bemg  the 
most  suitable  for  the  proposed  park.  ^  ,    o    .t.  a 

Chairman  Temple  called  the  third  meetmg  of  the  Southern  Appa- 
ladiian  Naticmal  Park  Commission  July  18,  1925.  All  the  members 
except  Major  Welch  were  present.  The  primary  cause  for  the  hold- 
ing of  this  meeting  was  the  opposition  that  had  developed  on  the 
part  of  a  great  number  of  landowners  in  the  Smokr  Mountains  area 
to  the  establishment  of  a  park  there.  It  was  decided  that  the  com- 
mission would  give  out  the  following  statements : 

Owing  to  the  opposition  of  certain  business  inferests  in  Xoirh  Carolina  to  the 
original  plan  for  a  national  park  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains,  the  .•onimis- 
sion  may  find  it  necessary  to  modify  its  Injundary  as  orisinally  contemplated 
and  consider  the  advisability  of  the  creation  of  a  national  parli  which  wiU  He 

largely  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  ^       ^  .v.   xt  ^v. 

The  original  Tennessee  area  is  large  and  scenic ;  about  one-half  of  the  Norm 
Carolina  project  originally  designated  seems  available,  bat  the  holdings  of  two 
or  three  of  the  largest  timber  corporations  are  diffieolt  to  acqidre  as  virgin 
areas :  if  they  are  not  secured  nntU  after  the  timber  is  cut  ofC,  they  will  not 
be  fit  for  a  national  park  for  recreational  use.  The  companies  referred  to  are 
at  the  presrait  time  engaged  in  active  operations  on  some  of  the  higher  eleva- 
tions and  are  removing  the  spruce  and  balsam  forests  in  their  entirety.  The 
spruce  and  balsam  areas  which  have  been  cut  over  do  not  reforest  themselves 
and  immediately  become  covered  with  an  almost  impenetrable  thicket  of  black- 
berry and  other  undesirable  growths  peculiarly  susceptible  to  forest  fires. 

The  commission  idso  passed  the  following  resoluticm : 

That  when  the  commission  makes  its  final  report  and  recommendations  on 
the  proposed  national  park  areas  that  it  designate  the  outside  boundary  of  these 
areas  (somewhat  as  the  We^  Oommiasioii  desipiates  tcxest  purt^ase  areas) 
with  the  purpose  of  securing  at  once  as  muCh  as  possible  of  the  designated 
territory  to  be  estaUii^ed  as  a  national  park;  the  remainder  erf  the  designated 
areas  to  be  acquired  as  rapidly  as  posslbte. 

At  the  request  of  Col.  D.  C.  Chapman,  vice  chidrman  of  the 
Tennessee  Conservation  Association,  a  delegation  from  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee,  composed  of  Colonel  Chapman,  Mr.  W.  M.  Clem- 
ens, and  Mr.  Russell  Hanlon,  of  Knoxville;  Dr.  E.  C.  Brooks,  of 
Kaleigh;  Hon.  Plato  Ebbs,  of  Asheville;  and  Dr.  Dan  R.  Bryson  and 
Mr.  Horace  Kephart,  of  Bryson  City,  met  Messrs.  Gregg,  Kelsey, 
and  Smith  on  August  24,  1926,  at  the  office  of  the  Southern  Appa- 
lachian National  Park  Commission  in  the  Interior  Department  Build- 
ing. The  visiting  delegation  desired  to  consult  the  commissioners 
regarding  a  proposed  cooperation  between  the  Shenandoah  National 
Park  Association  (Inc.),  of  Virginia,  and  the  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee  Park  Associations  for  raising  funds  for  the  purchase  of 

land  for  the  two  parks.  .      ,  , 

It  was  evident  from  the  discussions  at  this  meeting  that  there  was 
a  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  three  States  trying 
to  cooperate  in  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  respective  parks.  The 
members  of  the  commission  pointed  out  to  the  visiting  delegates  that 
they  could  not,  as  a  commission,  be  drawn  into  any  controversy 
between  the  States  as  to  the  method  to  be  adopted  for  raising  funds, 
but  the  commission  was  willing  and  anxious  to  assist  them  by  advice 
or  in  any  other  way  to  bring  about  harmony  between  the  representa- 
tives of  these  areas,  and  suggested  a  conference  at  which  they  niiglot 
come  to  some  understanding  as  to  the  action  that  inight  be  followed 
regarding  the  raising  of  money  outside  of  the  States  and  the  method 


by  which  this  money  would  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  land  in 
the  two  areas  should  they  agree  to  pool  their  funds.  The  commis- 
feion  informed  the  members  of  the  delegation  that  the  Virginia 
association  had  not  consulted  the  Southern  Appalachian  National 
Park  Coiumission  regarding  its  methods  for  raising  funds.  Further- 
more, the  commission  stated  that  that  was  the  business  of  the  respec- 
tive States  and  not  one  in  which  the  ceipniission  de»red  to  be  in  any 
way  connected  or  involved. 

On  the  evening  of  August  24^  1925,  a  conference  was  held  in  the 
Evening  Star  Building,  Washington,  between  the  representatives 
from  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  delegates  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  a 
joint  campaign  for  raising  money  outside  the  respective  States  for 
the  purchase  of  the  two  parks.  The  members  of  the  Southern 
Appalachian  Park  Commission  were  invited  to  this  conference,  and 
Messrs.  Gregg  and  Kelsey  and  Colonel  Smith  attended. 

Colonel  Benchoff,  president  of  the  Shenandoah  National  Park 
Association  (Inc.),  opened  the  meeting. 

Colonel  Chapman,  vice  chairman  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountain 
Conservation  Association,  explained  the  purpose  of  their  meeting 
with  Virginia  representatives  for  this  conference,  and  stated  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina  to  join  with  Virginia 
in  the  drive  for  funds  for  the  two  proposed  national  parks  located  in 
their  respective  States;  that  Virginia  might  raise  what  funds  she 
could  within  her  own  State  for  the  proposed  park  but  that  when  she 
went  outside  of  Virginia  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Great  Smoky  Park 
proponents  to  raise  the  funds  on  a  60-50  basis-^that  the  interests  ©f 
the  two  parks  were  identical,  that  nothing  would  be  gained  by  one 
area  having  an  advantage  over  the  other,  and  that  it  was  better  to 
keep  on  an  even  keel  and  go  in  together  to  get  the  two  parks,  for 
competition  in  the  matter  was  unwise.  He  stated  that  the  Great 
Smo^  Park  people  were  ready  and  anxious  to  cooperate  if  an 
agreement  acceptable  to  both  sections  could  be  reached. 

A  general  discussion  of  plans  for  cooperating  in  the  raising  of 
funds  for  the  two  parks  followed,  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Fayrar,  of  Char- 
lottesville, Va.,  explained  the  plan  under  which  his  corporation  in- 
tended to  work  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  No  agreement  was  reached 
at  this  meeting  regarding  cooperation  between  the  States,  but  plans 
were  perfected  for  a  conference  to  be  held  at  Kichmond,  Va.,  on 
September  9,  1926,  to  which  the  Great  Smoky  Mountain  delegates 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  were  invited,  to  present  their  plan 
of  cooperation  in  concrete  form. 

On  August  25, 1926,  Mr.  Gregg  called  a  meeting  of  the  commission, 
which  was  held  in  its  rooms.  Messrs.  Gregg,  Smith,  and  Kelsey 
were  present,  Major  Welch  and  Representative  Temple  being  in  the 
West  on  other  park  business.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to 
decide  on  the  advisability  of  the  commission's  employing  its  own 
agents  to  obtain  options  on  land  within  the  proposed  national  park 
areas.  It  was  decided  that  the  commission  should  employ  five  men 
of  experience  to  obtain  options,  as  suggested,  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
funds  of  the  commission,  such  employment  not  to  exceed  30  days, 
and  the  total  amount  allowed  for  wiis  purpose  not  to  exceed  $1,500. 
Colonel  Smith  was  authorized  to  employ  these  men.  After  a  brief 
trial  with  two  men  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  optiGBS 


within  the  Shenandoah  area,  it  was  found  that  this  plan  was  going 
to  be  more  expensive  than  had  been  expected  and,  fui  iheinioro,  thai 
the  results  were  not  satisfactorv.    This  work  was  then  disrontitiued. 

On  September  9,  1925,  representatives  of  four  or^^anizations, 
organized  to  further  the  creation  of  national  parks  in  the  southern 
Appalachian  Mountains,  met  in  the  Hotel  Jelferson,  Richmond,  to 
decide,  if  possible,  on  a  basis  for  mutual  cooperation  for  a  nation- 
wide movement. for  the  raising  of  funds  to  purchase  land  for  the 
proposed  parks. 

The  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission,  the  Great 

Smoky  Mountains  Park  Commission  of  Tennessee,  and  the  North 
Carolina  Park  Commission  were  guests  of  the  Shenandoah  National 
Park  Association  (Inc.).  of  Vir^rinia,  at  a  hmcheon  at  wliich  Governor 
Byrd  and  Col.  Leroy  T.  Hodges,  of  liichmond,  managing  director 
of  the  Virginia  State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  were  honor  guests  and 
speakers. 

At  the  joint  executive  meeting  held  immediately  afterwards  it  waff 
decided  that,  while  each  State  association  should  work  independently 

within  its  own  borders,  the  claims  of  twin  national  parks,  as  desig- 
nated in  the  Blue  Ridge  and  Great  Smolcy  Mountains  by  the  com- 
mission, would  be  presented  to  the  Nation  as  one  object.  Every 
American  outside  tlie  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Ten- 
nessee, including  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  be  shown  the  ad- 
vantages of  presenting  twin  park  areas  to  the  Gov^imient  at  one 
and  the  same  time. 

Those  present  at  this  meeting  were  Mr.  Gregg,  Mr.  Kelsey,  Colonel 
Smith,  and  Major  Welch,  representing  the  Southern  Appalachian 
National  Park  Commission;  Mr.  W.  P.  Davis,  Gen.  C.  F.  Spencc^ 
and  Col.  D.  C.  Chapman,  of  Knoxville.  representing  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  Park  Commission  of  Tennessee;  and  Dr.  E.  C. 
Brooks,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  Senator  Mark  Squires,  of  Lenoir,  N.  C.y 
and  Senator  Plato  Ebbs,  of  Aslieville,  N,  C,  representing  the  North 
Carolina  Park  Commission.  The  Shenandoah  National  Park  Asso- 
ciation was  represented  by  the  following  members  of  its  board  of 
directors:  Messrs.  H.  J.  Benchoff,  Woodstock;  Thomas  B.  Mc- 
Ad  ams,  Richmond;  Hollis  Rinehart,  Charlottesville;  D.  P.  AVinCy 
Harrisonburg;  L.  Ferdinand  Zerkel,  Luray;  R.  H.  Angelh  Roanoke: 
H.  H.  Harris,  Lynchburg;  C.  N.  Hoover.  New  Market;  Lee  Long^ 
Dante;  Hugh  E.  Naylor,  Front  Royal;  W,  A.  Ryan,  Winchester; 
and  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Smith,  Petersburg. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 

Resolved,  That  the  associations  agree  upon  a  plan  of  cooperation  for  tlie  gen- 
eral campaign  outside  of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Nortli  CaroUua,  and  Vir- 
ginia, which  is  to  inclnde  the  District  of  Goliuubia. 

Any  campaigns  in  either  of  these  three  States  above  menti<med  aire  to  be- 
condueted  by  their  respective  State  agaicies,  and  funds  so  raised  ate  to  be- 
controUed  by  said  agiracies. 

Expenses  and  guaranties  of  tlie  general  campaign  outside  of  the  above-men- 
tioned States  are  to  be  borne  by  the  two  parl^  ou  a  50-50  basl3»  iwpectively 
Great  Smoky  and  Shenandoah. 

Division  of  funds  from  the  general  campaign  is  to  be  made  on  a  50  HO  busfs; 
except  that  those  designated  shall  go  to  the  area  designated  by  tlie  donor  and 
shall  not  be  included  in  the  division. 

That  the  Shenand^S^  National  Park  Association  (Inc.)  be  requested  t» 
revise  Its  contract  to  apply  only  to  the  State  of  ^r^nia  and  the  District  oT 
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Columbia  an*l  that  the  new  association  he  orirnnizecl  for  a  general  campaign 
and  authorized  to  enter  into  a  contract,  incorporating  into  the  contract  the 
terms  existing  in  tlie  present  contract  with  reference  to  the  solicitation  of 
funds  outside  of  the  above-mentioned  States  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
astd  Virginia,  including  the  District  of  CoIilmMa,  the  Shenandoah  Natiohal 
Park  Association  (Inc.)  helng  relieved  of  this  porttoflt  of  the  coatract  A6# 
existing,  provided  it  can  be  nmtcially  aiRreed  tmm. 

Tt  was  decided  that  the  name  of  the  new  association  should  be  The 
Appalachian  National  Park  Association  (Inc.),  and  it  Avas  further 
decided  that  a  committee  of  5,  consisting  of  1  representative  of  the 
Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission,  1  from  Tennes- 
see, 1  from  North  Carolina,  and  2  from  Virginia  be  authorized  to  " 
miike  application  for  charter  and  incorporation  of  this  association. 

Immediately  after  the  general  meeting  of  the  representatives  of 
the  three  States,  Vice  Chairman  Gretr^r  called  a  nieetinc:  of  the  South- 
ern Appalachian  National  Park  Commission  in  the  Hotel  Jefferson 
to  act  on  the  request  made  at  the  joint  meeting  that  the  commission 
should  designate  one  of  its  members  to  serve  on  the  committee  of 
five,  fdr  the  purpose  of  coordinating  the  efforts  of  the  three  States 
in  procuring  funds  from  sources  outside  of  the  States  concerned 
for  the  purchase  of  land  within  the  proposed  parks.  Major  Welch 
was  appointed  by  the  vice  chairman  to  re])resent  the  commission  on 
this  committee,  tlie  other  members  of  which  were  Messrs.  H.  J. 
Benchoff,  J.  H.  Smith,  Mark  Squires,  and  D.  C.  Chapman.  Major 
Welch  was  instructed  to  request  the  committee  to  refer  to  the  com- 
mission before  final  action  any  matter  which  might  affect  the  policy 
of  the  commission. 

On  September  29, 1925,  a  nveeting  of  park  enthusiasts  was  held  at 
Oharlottesville,  Va.  Colonel  Smith  addressed  this  meeting,  enumer* 
atins:  the  benefits  that  Virginia  w  ould  derive  from  havino:  a  national 
park  within  her  borders.  Several  hundred  people  attended  this  meet- 
ing, which  Avas  held  m  the  National  Guard  Armorv. 

During  November  and  December  members  of  the  commission  were 
called  upon  to  visit  several  cities  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Tennessee  to  address  meetings  that  were  being  held  to  advocate  the 
establishment  of  natijcgial  parks  in  the  Great  Smoky  and  Shenandoah 
areas  and  to  solicit^Sll8s. 

Representative  Temple  called  a  meeting  of  the  commission  Janu- 
ary 8,  1926,  to  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  commission.  All  members 
irere  present. 

Before  opening  the  meeting  the  commission  received  Col.  H.  J. 
IBenchoff,  president  of  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  Association 
((Inc.),  of  Virginia;  Senator  Mark  Squires,  chainnan  of  the  North 
Carolina  Park  Commission ;  and  Col.  D.  C.  Chapman,  chairman  of 
the  Tennessee  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Park  Commission,  who  were 
invited  to  give  reports  on  the  progress  of  their  campaigns  in  the 
States  they  represented.  They  discussed  the  serious  sii  nation  which 
^confronted  them  in  their  endeavor  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  pitr- 
(chase  land  for  the  proposed  parks  and  outlined  a  su<2:gested  plan 
iEor  starting  their  nation-wide  campaign  outside  of  the  States  for 
obtaimng  necessary  funds.  Colonel  Bendioff  reported  that  favor* 
able  progress  was  made  in  securing  pledges  for  cdhtributions  in  Vir- 
ginia.  The  conamission  urged  the  chairmen  of  the  three  State  or- 


ganizations  to  endeavor  to  obtain  funds  as  rapidly  as  possible,  before- 
the  prices  of  the  land  should  become  so  high  as  to  be  almost  pro- 
hibitive. 

In  the  afternoon  the  commission  met,  Vice  Chairman  Grefj:g  actings 
in  the  absence  of  Chairman  Temple.  Major  Welch  ofiered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Southern  Appalachian  Ifational  Park  C<Hnaussion  respect* 
fully  and  earnestly  request  Mr.  Adolph  S.  Oehs,  pubU^or  of  the  New  York 
Times,  to  accept  the  chairmanship  of  the  Appalachian.  National  Parks  Asso* 
ciation  (Inc.),  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  and  receiving  gifts  of  money  and 
land  for  the  creation  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountain  National  Park  in  Ten- 
nessee and  North  Carolina,  and  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  in  Vii'uinia,  and 
that  a  committee  representing  this  conunission,  the  Tennessee  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  Park  Commission,  the  North  Carolina  Park  Commission,  and  the 
Shenandoah  National  Park  Association  of  Virginia  call  on  Mr.  Oehs  and  present 
the  details  of  this  proposed  movement  and  urge  his  acceptance  of  this  office- 
It  was  arranged  to  have  several  prominent  people  write  Mr,  Oehs 
UTj^ing  that  he  accede  to  this  i-equest. 

JaQttary  9,  1926,  the  eoamusstoii  resuined  its  session  at  tJbe 
Cosmos  Club* Washington,  with  all  members  present.  At  this  time 
the  question  of  visitinor  the  Mammoth  Cave  area  was  broii^rht  up, 
and  Colonel  Smith  and  Mr.  Kelsey  were  designated  to  investigate  tins 
area  and  make  a  report,  also  to  obtain  additional  information  regard* 
ing  the  amount  of  funds  already  pledged  for  the  purcliase  of  land  itt 
the  area. 

During  the  early  part  of  February,  Major  Welch,  at  the  request 
af  the  N<»rth  Carolina  ParkComniSiioa,  visited  Salisbury,  Charlotte^ 
Oastonia,  Lenoir,  Monroe,  and  Raleigh,  addressing  gatherings  to- 

assist  the  State  officials  in  arousing  enthusiasm  in  their  campaign  for 
raising  funds.  He  also  attended  a  large  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  which  had  in  view  the  raising  of  funds* 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Shenandoah  National  Park. 

On  Miuccli  26,  Governor  Byrd  of  Virginia  called  the  directors  of 
the  Sh^yandiOiaii  J^ational  Park  Associ«^on  to  Richmond  for  a  cofi* 
ferenee  at  his  c^ce.  Colonel  Smith  was  myited  and  was  pr^nt. 
At  this  meeting  the  governor  received  a  report  of  the  activities  of 
the  Shenandoah  National  Park  Association  and  outlined  the  plans 
he  had  for  submitting  to  the  legislature  a  request  for  funds  with 
which  to  purchase  land  within  the  proposed  park  area. 

On  March  30  the  members  of  the  commission  were  invited  to  attend 
a  dinner  of  local  business  men  at  the  Washington  Hotel,  Washington^ 
with  a  view  to  raising  funds  in  the  city  of  Washington  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  in  the  proi>osed  Shenandoah  National  Park  area^  and 
Colonel  Smith  and  Chairman  Temple  attended.  At  this  dinner 
Chairman  Temple;  Senator  Swanson,  of  Virginia;  Dr.  W.  J.  Sho- 
walter,  assistant  director  of  the  National  Geographic  Magazine;  and 
several  District  officials  made  speeches. 

.  On  April  5,  Chairman  Temple  called  a  meeting  of  the  commissions 
to  write  the  report  on  the  Shenandoah,  Great  Smoky  Mountains,  and 
.  Mammoth  Cave  areas.  All  members  were  preseat  except  Mr.  Qteggy 
who  was  in  Burope. 

The  commissioners  spent  April  5  to  8,  inclusive,  in  drawing  up- 
tlbeir  report.  Before  submitting  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Mr.  Greg^  was  informed  of  its  main  points  by  cable  and  authorized 
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the  secretary  of  tlie  commission  to  sign  the  report  for  hun.  The 
report  as  submitted  read  as  follows : 

The  members  of  ihe  Southern  AppalacAlan  National  Park  Commission,  ap- 
pointed In  accordance  with  the  act  of  February  21,  1925  (Public  No.  487,  68th 
€ong.)>  have  complied  with  the  reqnimnents  of  the  act  and  with  yms  iB^me- 
tions  and  desire  to  report  as  follows: 

Wo  suggest  that  reference  be  made  to  the  report  of  your  special  committee 
^submitted  December  12,  1924,  which  gave  the  reasons  for  definitely  recommend- 
ing the  Shenandoah  National  Park  area  and  the  Smoky  Mountains  National 
Park  area  as  worthy  of  being  acquired  as  national  parks.  In  conformity  with 
the  requirements  of  the  above-cited  act  of  Congress,  members  of  the  commission 
have  during  the  past  year  made  a  more  careful  study  and  investigation  of 
these  and  other  areas  and  have  found  much  additional  evidence  of  the  eminent 
worthiness  of  these  two  areas  for  acquisition  as  natlcmal  parks.  Yonr  comnds- 
sion  has  also  made  a  carefnl  exandnation  of  the  Manunoth  Gave  region  of 
Kratu<^  and  believes  soffident  reasons  exist  to  warrant  its  acceptance  as  a 
national  park  if  requirements  are  met  as  outLlBed  In  this  report.  Below  are 
briefly  outlined  some  of  these  reasons. 

Mammoth  Cave  is  the  best  known  and  probably  the  largest  of  a  remarkable 
group  of  limestone  caverns,  20  or  more  of  which  have  been  opened  up  and  ex- 
plored to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  Included  in  this  group  are  Colossal  Cavern, 
Great  Onyx  Cave,  new  entrance  to  Mammoth  Cave,  Salts  Cave,  Proctor  Cave, 
Long  Avenue  Cave,  Great  Crystal  Cave,  Cave  of  the  Himdred  Domes,  Diamond 
Cave,  Mammoth  Onyx  Gave,  Dixon  Oave,  and  others,  all  of  which  contain  beau- 
tifol  and  wonderful  formati(Ha&  There  is  good  evidence  that  many  more  cav- 
-erns  yet  to  be  discovered  exist  in  this  immediate  territory,  and  it  seems  Tkely 
that  most,  if  not  all,  of  this  entire  group  of  caverns  eventually  wi'l  be  fouad 
to  be  connected  by  passageways  forming  a  great  underground  labyrinth  of 
reiiiarkable  geological  and  recreational  interest,  perhaps  unparalleled  (4se- 
v.  here.  The  territory  which  embraces  this  network  of  caverns  consists  of  about 
ir»,uOO  acres,  or  an  area  approximately  4  miles  wide  and  6  miles  long.  Anoth^ 
geological  feature  of  much  interest  is  found  in  the  thousands  of  curious  sink 
boles  of  varying  sisses  through  which  much  of  the  drainage  is  carried  to  mder* 
^roimd  streams,  there  being  few  surface  brooks  or  creeks. 

The  Mammoth  Cave  area  is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  rugged  portions  of 
the  great  Mississippi  Valley  and  contains  areas  of  apparently  original  forests, 
which,  though  comparatively  small  in  extent,  are  of  prime  value  from  an 
ecological  and  scientific  standpoint  and  should  be  preserved  for  all  time  in 
th(  ir  virgin  state  for  study  and  enjoyment.  Much  of  the  proposed  area  is  now 
cloihed  in  forest,  through  which  flows  the  beautiful  and  navigable  Green  River 
and  its  branch,  the  NMn  River. 

All  this  offers  exceptional  opportunity  for  developing  a  great  national  recrea- 
tional park  of  outstanding  service  in  the  very  heart  of  our  Nation's  densest 
population  and  at  a  time  when  the  need  is  increasingly  urgent  and  most  inade- 
-quatelv  provided  for. 

Your  commission  has  carefully  investigated  the  above-recommended  areas, 
with  a  view  of  selecting  on  the  ground  the  most  suitable  boundaries  or  limits  of 
purchase  area  for  the  proposed  parks.  Your  commission,  through  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Army  Air  Service,  obtained  airplane  photographs  of  the  Shenandoah 
and  Smoky  Mountain  park  areas,  and  these  photographs  proved  to  be  a  great 
lielp  In  determining  suitable  boundaries. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  the  associations  and  organizations 
In  the  States  in  which  these  national  park  areas  are  located  were  informed 
that  the  lands  within  the  areas  must  be  presented  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment in  fee  simple  before  such  areas  could  become  national  parks.  On  May  27, 
1925,  identical  letters  were  addressed  by  the  commission  to  the  leading  groups 
In  these  States,  suggesting  that  they  definitely  organize  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  the  commission  and  stating  further  that  "to  facilitate  this 
work  the  conunissian  considers  it  necessary  tbnt  an  oi^anization  state-wide 
In  scope  be  incorporated  to  net  for  the  citizens  and  organizations  of  such  State 
for  the  purpose  of  centralizing  their  efforts;  *  *  ♦  and  in  order  that  it 
niav  be  custodian  of  moneys,  lands,  and  options  for  the  purchase  of  lands 
within  the  proposed  park  areas  to  be  held  in  trust  for  park  purposes."  In 
wmpliance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  commission  the  following  organizations 
were  incorporated:  In  Virginia  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  Association 
<Inc.) ;  in  Tennessee  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Conservation  Assodatton; 
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in  North  Carolina  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  (Inc.)  ;  and  in  Kentucky  the 
Mammoth  Oave  National  Park  Association.  These  organizations  have  been 
engaged  in  obtaining  donationst  both  of  money  and  land,  and  options,  with 
the  following  results. 

The  Shenandoah  National  Park  Association  (Inc.),  reported  April  3,  1926, 
that  the  total  amount  raised  in  donations  is  $1,249,154,  and  a  minimum  net 
sum  of  $1,200,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  proposed  Shenandoah  National  Park. 
The  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Conservation  Association  and  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  (Inc.),  reported  April  1,  1926,  that  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina 
bave  raised  jointly  the  total  sum  of  $1,066,693.91.  The  Mammoth  Cave 
Jjfatlonal  Park  Assodatimi  reported  April  1,  1926,  two  donations  of  property 
^ggr^ting  3,629.13  acres,  of  which  1324.10  acres  are  to  be  covered  by  fee 
sbnple  title  and  2,305.03  acres  by  cave  rights.  Included  in  this  area  are  the 
<^Tes  exhibited  by  the  Colossal  Cavern  and  by  the  New  Entrance,  but  not 
including  Mammoth  Cave. 

In  addition,  these  organizations  reported  that  they  have  obtained  many 
signed  options  covering  considerable  acreage.  The  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
Conservation  Association,  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  (Inc.),  and  the  Shen- 
andoah National  Park  Association  (Inc.),  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
to  carry  on  a  national  campaign  to  procure  additional  and  sufficient  funds  to 
purchase  substantially  all  the  lands  veithin  the  purchase  areas  of  the  designated 
Shenandoah  National  Park  and  the  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park- 
As  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Conservation  Association  (Tennessee)  and 
the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  (Inc.)  (North  Carolina),  jointly,  and  the  Shenan- 
doah National  Park  Associatiim  (Inc.),  have  complied  with  the  requirements 
submitted  to  them  by  your  commission,  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  two 
areas  desijj:nated  as  above  indicated  be  made  national  parks  and  administered 
as  such  when  250,0  30  acres  in  each  of  them  have  been  transferred  in  fee  simple 
to  the  United  States.  We  also  recommend  that  the  Mammoth  Cave  National 
Park  be  estabiished  when  the  Mammoiii  Cave  National  Park  Association  can 
transfer  to  the  United  States  in  fee  simple  one-third  of  the  proposed  area 
(approximately  20,000  acres),  including  all  the  caves,  and  can  assure  you  that 
steps  will  be  taken  to  obtain  additional  and  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  sub- 
stantially all  the  lands  within  the  designated  boundaries. 

Boundaries :  The  boundaries  recommended  in  this  report,  being  largely 
natural  and  easily  determined,  are  such  as  to  include  all  the  area  that  the 
commission  hopes  will  ultimately  be  acquired  as  national  parks,  it  being  well 
understood  that  there  may  be  holdings  within  the  recommraded  areas  near 
these  boundaries  which  may  on  further  Inspectlcm  be  found  Impracticable  or 
not  economical  to  include. 

(a)  Description  of  approximate  boundaries  of  tiie  Shenandoah  Natlmal  Park 
area  (all  in  Virginia)  : 

Beginning  at  a  point  about  1  mile  west  of  Front  Royal  at  the  highway  cross- 
ing of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railway  and  thence  following  the  railroad 
right  of  way  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  Kimble,  thence  following  public 
highways  via  Valleyburg  to  the  intersection  of  the  highway  and  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  Railway  at  a  point  about  1  mile  west  of  Marksville,  thence  again 
following  in  a  southwesterly  direction  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Bailway  riiSit  of 
way  to  a  point  about  4  miles  north  of  Shenandoah,  thence  following  public 
highways  along  the  foothills  of  the  Blue  Hidge  and  in  part  along  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  Railway  right  of  way  to  a  point  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  east 
of  Waynesboro  Junction,  thence  following  the  Midland  Trail  in  a  southerly 
and  easterly  direction  to  Afton,  thence  following  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Rail- 
way to  an  intersection  of  public  highways  with  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Rail- 
way about  1  mile  west  of  Crozet,  thence  following  public  highways  in  a  north- 
easterly direction  via  Whitehall,  Nortonsville,  Stanardsville,  WoUtown,  Crig- 
lersville,  Hughesville,  Sperryville,  and  Washington  (Va.),  back  to  the  b^in- 
niug  near  Front  Royal ;  this  area  all  being  in  the  State  of  Virginia  and  con- 
taining approximately  621,000  acres  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  topografiiic 
maps  of  the  Geological  Surv^  known  as  the  Luray,  Qordonsvllle,  Harrison- 
burg, and  Woodstock  sheets. 

(6)  Description  of  approximate  boundaries  of  the  Smoky  Mountaira  National 
Park  area  (all  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee)  : 

Beginning  at  a  iK)int  on  the  south  or  left  bank  of  the  Pigeon  River  in 
Cocke  C%)unty,  Tenn.,  as  shown  on  the  standard  toiwgraphic  map  of  the 
Geological  Survey  known  as  the  Mount  Guyot  sheet,  opposite  Bluffton,  and 
thence  following  the  said  south  bank  of  the  Pigeon  River  upstream  to  the 
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mouth  of  Cataloochee  Creek  in  Haywood  County,  N.  C,  titence  upstteasa 
along  said  Cataloochee  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Cataloochee  Creek,  wbev^ 
the  highway  crosses  said  cred^  thence  ia  a  southerly  direction  along  tltfs 
highway  up  the  valley  of  Cataloochee  Creek  and  Caldwell  Fork  to  the  exid 
of  said  hi^way,  thence  up  said  Caldwell  Fork  to  its  head  on  the  boundary 
line  between  the  counties  of  Haywood  and  Swain,  in  North  Carolina,  thence 
in  a  southerly  direction  along  said  county  boundary  line  to  Soco  Bald,  to  the 
curi:er  of  Jackson,  Swain,  and  Haywood  Counties,  thiaice  along  county  line 
to  R  'lsam  Gap  as  shown  on  the  standard  topographic  map  of  the  Geological 
Survey  known  as  the  Cow^ee  sheet,  where  the  Apyalacltian  Scenic  Highway 
intersects  the  said  county  line,  thence  southwesterly  along  said  lughway  to  a 
point  where  this  highway  intersects  the  right  of  way  line  of  the  Asheville  and 
Murphy  branch  of  the  Southern  Railway,  thence  along  4to  nortben  bmuadary 
of  said  right  of  way  to  a  point  near  Sylva  wtmt^m  hU^waj  crosses  said  rigtat 
of  way,  thence  along  the  said  highway  southerly  and  westerly  down  ttie 
Tuckasegee  River  Valley  to  the  forks  of  the  highway  north  of  Wilmot  and 
at  the  southwestern  foot  of  the  Plott  Balsams,  thence  northeasterly  along  this 
liighway  to  Soco  Creek,  thence  westerly  along  this  highway  to  the  boundary 
line  between  Jackson  and  Swain  Counties,  N.  C,  where  this  boundary  joins 
the  Oconalufty  River,  thence  along  this  highway  across  the  said  river  and 
westerly  down  said  river  valley  through  Birdtown  and  to  Coopers  Greek  n«ir 
its  junction  with  the  Tuckasegee  River,  thence  Blong  this  highway  westerly 
down  the  valley  of  said  river  to  its  junction  witb  the  Mttle  Tesmessee  River, 
thence  westerly  along  the  highway  down  the  vall^  of  the  Little  Tennessee 
River,  as  shown  on  the  standard  topographic  map  of  the  Geological  Sui  vey 
known  as  the  Nantahala  sheet;  thence  along  said  highway  across  the  boundary 
between  Swain  County,  N.  C,  and  Blount  County,  Tenu.,  and  along  said  lui^h- 
way  as  shown  on  the  standard  topographic  map  of  the  Geological  Survey 
know^n  as  the  Knoxville  sheet,  down  the  valley  of  the  said  river  across  Abram 
Creek  and  to  the  point  w^here  such  highway  bears  northerly  and  easterly  up 
Happy  Valley  and  to  Montvale  Springs,  thence  along  the  highway  norttierly 
to  Sixmile  Creek,  thence  northeasterly  to  Seaton,  thence  alo^g  highway  to 
Little  River  at  Gamble  Store,  thence  ahmg  the  highway  wl^h  follows  ap- 
proximately tl^  northeasteriy  base  ot  the  COiilhowee  Moontaiits  to  the  Blount- 
Sevier  Goonty  line,  thence  to  the  forks  of  said  highway  on  Bridge  Creek, 
thence  along  the  higliway  easterly  to  Guess  Creek  and  along  said  highway 
southerly  up  the  valley  of  Guess  Creek  to  its  head,  thence  soutlierly  to  Walden 
Creek  and  easterly  down  the  valley  of  this  creek  to  the  valley  of  the  West 
Fork  of  the  Little  Pigeon  River,  thence  along  the  highway  southerly  up  the 
valley  of  the  West  Fork  of  Little  Pigeon  River  to  Gatlinburg,  and  along  the 
western  and  southern  limits  of  Gatlinburg  along  the  higlway  easterly  across 
Roaring  Fork  up  Dudley  Creek  and  to  the  Right  Prong  of  Little  P^n  Btveti 
thence  along  the  highway  down  the  valley  of  this  ilver  through  Bmerto  Gove^ 
as  shown  on  the  standard  tq^ograpbic  map  of  ttie  Geological  Survey  known 
as  the  Ifount  Qx^yot  sheet;  thence  aloi^  highway  northerly  down  the  valley 
at  said  river  to  the  forks  of  said  highway  at  the  west  end  of  Webb  Mountain, 
thence  along  the  highway  easterly  between  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Webb  Mountain 
to  Dunn  Creek  and  along  the  highway  up  Dunn  Creek  to  junction  of  highway 
one-half  mile  west  of  Sevier  and  Cocke  County  line,  thence  easterly  along  this 
hifflnvay  through  Sutton  to  the  Appalachian  Scenic  Highway  opposite  BlufEton, 
the  point  of  beginning.    This  area  contains  approximately  704,000  acres. 

(c)  Description  of  approximate  bcmndaries  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  NatiUmat 
Park  area  (all  in  Kentucky) : 

Beginning  at  a  poiat  on  the  Brownsville  Pike  at  Liberty,  as  shown  on  tUe 
standard  topographic  map  of  the  Geological  Survey  known  as  the  Mammoth 
Cave  sheet,  thence  following  said  Brownsville  Pike  to  Pig,  thence  leaviiii;  said- 
pike  and  following  highways  in  northerly  direction  to  a  point  about  one-fourth 
mile  we^t  of  Turnhole  Ferry  on  Green  River,  thence  westerly  following  high- 
wnys  via  Silent  Grove  School  and  Arthur  to  a  point  on  the  Brownsville  Pike 
near  Brownsville,  as  shown  on  the  standard  topographic  map  of  the  Geologic-dl 
Survey  known  as  the  Brownsville  sheet,  thence  northerly  following  roadways 
via  Indian  Hill  to  Indian  Creek  Landing  <m  Green  River,  thence  crossing  Green 
River  and  continuing  in  a  northerly  direction  following  highways  and  roads 
Poplar  Springs  School,  Sweeden,  and  Woodside,  as  diown  on  the  standard 
topographic  map  of  the  Cteological  Survey  known  as  the  Leitchfleld  sheet,  to  a 
point  on  N<dip  Birer  e^^poidt^  W^ilstle  lle^tain*  tbenqe  fcmowipg  NoUn^  ^v^. 
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to  Ky  Rock,  thence  northerly  followin,^:  roadways  f  t  Washington  Meredith  Ford 
■on  Nolin  River,  as  shown  on  the  standard  toiK>grapluc  map  of  tlie  Geological 
Survey  known  as  the  Cub  Run  sheet,  thence  i-rossing  Nolin  Rivtr  easterly 
following  roads  and  highways  via  Cove  Hollow  School,  Straw,  Sanders  Store, 
Ck>x  Store,  Denison,  and  Big  Woods  School  to  a  point  on  higliway  abont  <me- 
hulf  mile  south  of  Dry  Bun  Schocrf,  thence  in  a  southerly  direction  following  Dry 
Ban  to  a  tH^nt  where  it  joins  Green  Btver,  thence  following  Green  Biver  about 
one-half  mile  to  a  small  island,  thence  leaving  Green  River,  southerly  following 
roads  and  highways  via  Lick  Log  School  and  Iron  Springs  School  to  Highland 
i?prinj;s,  thence  westerly  following  the  highway  via  Chauniont  and  Cedar  UiU 
School  to  the  Inginning.    This  area  contains  approximately  70,618  acres. 

On  April  9  the  members  of  the  commission  called  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  present  their  report,  and  were  ccmgratulated  by 

Secretary  Work  on  what  they  had  accomplished. 

Secretary  Work,  on  April  14,  submitted  a  copy  of  the  cominisbioirs 
report  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiA'os  and  to.  the 
President  of  the  Senate.  On  the  same  day  Chairman  Temple  intro- 
duced in  the  House  a  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Shenandoah  National  Park  in  the  State  of  Vii^inia  and  the  Great 
SmoW  Moimtains  National  Park  in  tiie  States  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee,  and  for  other  purposes,"  whid^  was  also  introduced  in 
the  Senate  by  Senator  Swanson  of  Virginia.  This  bill  Mas  passed 
by  the  Senate  and  House  and  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
March  22,  1926.   (Public,  No.  268,  69th  Cong.)   It  reads  as  foUows: 

Be  it  enacted  bp  the  BefMie  and  House  ^  BepteBemaHves  of  the  United  States 

of  America  in  Congrc-s^s  asHernhJeA;  That  when  title  to  lands  within  the  aieas 
heieiiialttr  ivfeirea  to  have  been  vested  in  the  United  States  in  fee  simp-e 
there  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  established,  dedicated,  and  set  apart  as  public 
parks  for  tlie  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  people,  the  tr^iet  of  land  in  the  Blue 
Rid.ije,  in  the  Stat(^  of  Virginia,  bein.<?  approximately  live  Innuired  and  twenty-one 
thousand  acres,  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  his  report  of 
April  14,  1926,  which  area,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof  as  may  be  accepted  on 
b^alf  of  the  TTnfted  States  in  accordance  with  the  proviMcms  hereof,  shall  be 
Icnown  as  the^  Shenandoah  National  Park;  and  the  tract  of  UUid  in  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountaina  in  the  States  of  Nwth  Oaixdlna  and  Tennessee,  being  ap- 
proximately seven  hundred  and  four  thous:md  acres,  reccMkin^raded  by  the 
J^ecretary  of  the  Interior  in  Ids  report  of  April  14,  1926,  which  area,  or  any  part 
or  parts  thereof  as  may  Xk^  accepted  on  behalf  of  tlie  United  States  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  hereof,  shall  be  known  as  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
NatKmal  Park:  Provided,  That  rhe  United  States  shall  not  purchase  by  appro- 
priation of  public  moneys  any  land  within  the  aforesaid  areas,  hut  that  such 
lands  shall  be  secured  by  the  United  States  only  by  public  or  private  donation 
Sbx7.  a  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorizetl,  in  his  discretion, 
to  accept  as  her^nafter  provided  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  title  to  the 
lan4s  referred  to  in  the  inrevions  section  bcmof  and  to  be  pordiased  with  the 
$1,200,000  which  has  been  subsc»ribed  by  the  State  of  Virata  and  the  Shenan- 
doah National  Park  Association  of  Virginia  and  with  other  contributions  for  the 
purchase  of  lands  in  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  area,  and  with  the  $1,066,693 
which  has  been  subscribed  by  th<^  State  ^'f  Tennessee  and  the  (ireat  Smoky 
Mountains  Conservation  Asso<'iation  and  by  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  (In- 
corporated) (North  Carolina)  and  with  other  contributions  for  the  purchase  of 
lands  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  area. 

8.  lliat  the  admlnistratton,  protection,  and  development  of  the  aforesaid 
parks  shall  be  exeraided  tttoder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
by  the  National  Park  Service,  ml^eet  to  the  prOT&atoiB  of  the  act  of  August  25, 
1916,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Naticmal  Park  Service,  and  tor  otiier  pur- 
poses," as  amended :  Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  June 
10,  1920,  known  as  the  Federal  water-power  act,  shall  not  apply  to  these  parks : 
And  provided  further,  That  the  minimum  area  to  be  administered  and  protected 
by  the  National  Park  Service  shall  be  for  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  area 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  and  for  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
m^onal  Park  area  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres :  Provided  further, 
XDftt  no  general  development  of  either  of  these  areaa  shall  be  undertaken  until 
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a  major  portion  of  the  remainder  iu  such  ftfea  shall  have  been  accepted  by 
eaid  Secretary.  *^  ' 

Sbo.  4.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  act  employ  the  comxaission  authorized  by  the  act  approved 
February  sa,  182S. 

On  May  8,  1926,  Kepresentative  Thatcher  introduced  in  the  House 

a  bill  "to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  Mammoth  Cave 

National  Park  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  Senate  and  House  passed  this  bill,  and  it  was  approved  by  the 

Pro  dent  on  May  26, 1926.  (Public,  No.  283,  69th  Cong.)  It  reads 
as  IqUows: 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and  BoUse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  when  title  to  lands  within  the 
area  hereinafter  referred  to  shall  have  been  vested  in  the  United  States  in  fee 
simple,  there  shall  be,  and  there  is  hereby,  established,  dedicated,  and  set  apart 
aa  a  public  park  for  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  of  the  people,  the  tract  of  land 
In  the  Mammoth  Cave  region  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  being  approximately 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen  acres,  recommended  as  a  national 
park  by  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission  to  the  Se(»*etaTy 
of  the  Interior,  in  its  report  of  April  8,  1926,  and  made  under  authority  Of 
tlie  act  of  February  21,  1925;  which  area,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof  as  may 
be  a'CtptLHl  on  behalf  of  the  Unilel  States  in  accordai  ce  with  the  provisions 
h^of,  shall  be  known  as  the  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park:  Provided,  That 
the  United  States  shall  not  purchase  by  appropriation  of  public  moneys  any  land 
Within  the  aforesaid  area,  but  such  lands  shall  be  secured  by  the  United  States 
only  by  public  or  private  donation. 

Sbc.  2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Ulterior  is  hereby  authorised,  in  his  discretion, 
to  accept,  as  hereinafter  provided,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  title  to  the 
lands  referred  to  in  the  previous  section  hereof,  and  to  be  purchased  with  the 
fuTids  which  may  be  subscribed  by  or  through  the  Mammoth  Gave  National 
Park  As8(  elation  of  Kentucky  and  with  other  contributions  for  the  purchase 
of  laiul.-^  in  the  Mammoth  Care  National  Park  area :  Provided,  That  any  of  said 
lands  may  be  donated  directly  to  the  United  States  and  conveyed  to  it,  cost 
free,  by  fee  simpie  title,  in  cases  where  such  donations  may  be  made  without 
the  necessity  of  purchase. 

Sec.  3.  The  administration,  protection,  and  development  of  the  aforesaid  park 
shall  be  exercised  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  the 
National  Park  Service,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  25,  1916, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  National  Park  Service,  and  for  other  purposes," 
as  nmended:  Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  June  10,  1920, 
known  as  the  Fodeml  water-power  act,  shall  not  apply  to  this  park:  And  pro- 
Tided  further.  That  the  minimum  area  to  be  administered  and  protected  by  the 
National  Park  Service  shall  be,  for  the  said  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park, 
twenty  thousand  acres,  including  all  of  the  eaves:  Provided  further.  That  no 
general  development  of  said  area  shall  be  undertaken  until  a  major  portion  of 
the  rmainder  in  such  area  Gd^all  have  been  accepted  by  said  Secretary. 

Sbc.  4.  The  Secretary  of  the  IntCTlor  may,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
provisicns  of  this  act,  mploy  the  coounisi^on  authorized  by  tbe  act  approved 
February  21«  1925. 

A  meeting  of  the  commission  was  called  by  the  chairman  for  June 
9, 1926,  and  held  in  the  commission's  office,  with  all  members  present. 
Chairman  Temple  spoke  of  an  interview  which  he  had  had  recently 
with  the  Secretary  regarding  the  unfinished  work  of  the  commission^ 
and  the  morning  was  spent  in  a  general  discussion  of  this  work. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Mr.  A.  B,  Canmierer,  Acting  Director  of 
the  National  Park  Service,  was  present  at  the  invitation  of  the 
cranmisidon.  A  ^neral  discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the  impor- 
tance of  instructing  the  State  representatives  as  to  the  class  of  mnd 
they  should  purchase  first  to  insure  its  being  accepted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  for  park  purposes.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  all  questions  concerning  the  selectiQU  pf  i^nd  wiMPJft  ^ajUfiuld  be, 
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referred  to  the  commission  in  the  future  would  not  receive  final  deci- 
sion without  first  being  referred  to  the  National  Park  Service  for 
recommendation  and  approval.  It  was  also  concluded  to  be  desirable 
and  advisable  that  the  National  Park  Service  be  represented  art  future 
meetings  of  the  commission. 

On.  rime  24, 1926,  Chainiian  Temple  sent  out  notices  tor  a  meeting 
of  the  commission  on  June  29  and  30,  and  requests  were  sent  to  the 
diftiimen  of  the  Tennessee  Great  Smolrj^  Mountains  Park  Commis- 
sion, the  North  Carolina  Park  Commission,  and  the  Shenandoah 
National  Park  Association  to  attend  the  meeting  on  June  30. 

On  June  29  the  commission  held  a  meeting  with  all  the  members 
present,  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Cammerer,  of  the  National  Park  Service,  was 
present  at  the  invitation  of  Chairman  Temple.  Representative  Tem- 
ple gave  a  brief  account  of  an  interview  which  he  had  with  Secretary 
Work  a  few  days  previously  and  stated  that  his  reason  for  calling 
the  2-day  session  was  that  he  thought  it  best  for  the  commission  ta 
have  an  opportunity  on  the  first  day  to  discuss  plans  and  decide  what 
recommendations  would  be  made  to  the  State  representatives  from 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia  regarding  the  lands  to  be 
purchased  within  the  proposed  parks,  the  second  day  being  left  for 
amference  with  tlie  State  representatives. 

The  question  of  allowing  small  settlers  to  occuj)y  their  presmt 
holdings  within  the  park  areas  if  tiiey  became  national  parks  was 
thoroughly  discussed,  and  it  was  suggested  that  it  might  be  possible, 
either  under  preset  regulations  or  under  regulations  that  might  be 
made  in  the  future,  to  permit  desirable  settlers  to  occupy  their  pres- 
ent holdings  for  a  short  term  of  years,  subject  to  removal  at  the  end 
of  such  periods  or  earlier  if  the^  became  undesirable  for  any  reason. 
It  was  decided,  however,  that  in  making  purchases  of  land  there 
should  be  no  qualifying  conditions  attached  to  such  purchases,  and 
that  the  question  regarding  settlers  witiun  the  park  areas  might 
well  be  left  for  future  decision. 

The  question  regardiuj^  the  dass  of  land  to  be  first  acquired  was 
taken  up,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  State  (^cials  would  be  urged 
to  acquire  low-priced  land  of  national-park  standard,  but  that  they 
should  also  plan  to  purchase  virgin  timber  tracts  to  insure  the  preser- 
vation of  these  tracts  and  to  stop  any  further  lumbering.  It  was 
stated  that  cut-over  tracts  might  also  be  acceptable,  as  it  was  brought 
out  in  the  discussion  that  some  of  these  cut-over  tracts  if  protected 
from  lire  might  within  16  jeata  or  so  be  covered  witii  a  good  growth 
of  trees  or  other  vegetation. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion,  Mr.  Cammerer  stated  that  in  his  opin- 
icm  the  commissioners  should  go  into  the  proposed  park  areas  and 
select  certain  lands  to  be  purchased,  first,  and  that  the  lands  should 
be  of  national  park  caliber  and  such  as  would  warrant  the  commis- 
sion and  the  National  Park  Service  recommending  them  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  for  inckision  in  the  national  parks.  As  a 
result  of  this  discussion  and  Mr.  Cammerer's  statement,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  passed  referring  to  the  Shenand^ 
Nati<mal  Fork  area : 

^^^aet  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  Shenandoah  National  Park 
proscribed  a  certain  minimum  area  to  be  acquired  within  certain  maximum 
boundaries,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  "  authorized,  in  his  discre- 
tion, to  accept."  This  miniminn  area,  when  and  as  acquired,  and  whether  by 
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donation,  purchase,  or  otherwise,  must  be  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  from  a  national  park  standard  standpoint  when  laid  before  him  for 

acceptance. 

It  is  suggested,  therefore,  that  for  the  first  250,000  acres,  as  tM^ifying  the 
best  national  park  features  of  the  region,  areas  should  be  acquired  on  the  main 
ridge,  including  spur  ridges  and  canyons  lying  between  them,  from  Moimt 
Marshall  to  Jarmans  Gap,  plus  sach  occational  holdings  ^sewhere  within  the 
designated  area  as  can  be  seemed  at  low  cott  for  the  purpose  of  establl&Aiiiig 
reasonable  yalnes  for  lat&t  acqnisltlmi  of  other  holdings  by  parchase  or 
<m»demnatlon. 

A  similar  resolution  referring  to  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  area 
was  also  passed,  the  area  stated  in  the  second  paragraph  being 
changed  to  read  "tlio  first  loO^OOO  acres"  and  a  chanixe  being  made 
in  the  same  paragraph  so  as  to  read  "  including  spur  ridges  and 
canyons  lying  betwem  th^,  from  Mount  Guyot  to  Gregory  Bald," 
etc. 

Major  Welch  stated  that  he  thought  there  might  he  difficulties  in 
acquiring  all  the  land  in  fee  simple,   Mr.  Cammerer  informed  the 

State  officials  that  all  titles  to  lands  purchased  for  national  parks  had 
to  be  parsed  on  by  the  Attorney  General  before  the  lands  would  be 
accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  that  the  procedure  for 

f etting  clear  titles  would  be  the  same  whether  the  land  was  acquired 
y  the  State  or  by  the  Federal  Government.  General  Maloney,  of 
Tennessee,  incjuireid  as  to  who  would  bear  the  expense  of  the  work  of 
looking  up  titles,  and  was  informed  that  all  eiqpense  of  acquiring 
land  and  clearing  the  titles  must  be  borne  by  the  States. 

Mr.  Gregg  advised  the  various  State  officials  that  the  Southern 
Appalachian  National  Park  Commission  would  not  be  in  existence 
indefinitelv,  but  that  the  commission  desired  to  assist  the  States  as 
much  as  possible  while  it  continued  to  exist.  All  the  representatives 
expressed  regret  at  the  possibility  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  com- 
mission, and  Colonel  Chapman  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittee of  five,  which  included  Major  Widch,  would  be  seriously 
affected  in  its  work  of  raising  funas  by  national  campaign  should 
the  commission  cease  to  exist. 

The  chairman  then  asked  the  visiting  State  officials  what  steps  had 
been  taken  toAvard  organizing  a  national  campaign.  Major  Welch 
informed  the  commission  that  the  committee  of  live  had  been  endeav- 
oring to  secure  a  chairman,  but  thus  far  had  been  unable  to  obtain 
the  service  of  any  of  the  prominent  persons  suggested,  including  Mr. 
Ochs,  and  tiiat  they  were  then  trying  to  persuade  Mr.  John  Majs 
Hammond  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

Representative  Temple  stated  that  although  a  national  campaign 
conmiittee  had  been  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  assist  in  the  purchase  of  the  land  for  the  two  parks,  before  it 
could  proceed  and  before  final  results  could  be  obtained,  it  must  be 
made  apparent  to  the  people  outside  the  interested  States  that  a  sub- 
stantial amount  of  land  had  already  been  acquired  by  the  States 
themselves — ^that  the  people  from  whom  funds  were  soUcited  would 
naturally  ask  what  had  been  done  by  the  States,  and  they  would 
doubtless  be  greatly  influenced  in  their  giving  by  the  results  ac- 
complished by  the  States. 

Senator  Squires  then  made  a  motion  that  it  was  the  sense  of  this 
meeting  that  the  State  organizations  proceed  to  procure  options  on 
land  in  tii)B       pack  areas,  at  reasc^adide  pihrn  and  in  line  with  the 
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recommendations  of  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Piark  Com- 
mission. 

At  the  request  of  the  State  officials  the  following  statement  was 
given  out  to  the  press  after  the  adjoumBient  of  the  meeting : 

A  conference  of  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission  with 
the  three  incorporated  associations,  including  those  in  Virginia,  Tennessee, 
and  North  Carolina,  was  held  to-day.  At  this  conference  it  was  decided  that 
the  three  State  associations  ought  at  once  to  take  st^  to  acquire  lands 
within  the  dei^nated  areas  in  order  to  carry  out  without  unnecessary  delay 
the  provisions  of  the  act  by  which  the  Shenandoah  and  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Parks  are  established. 

The  commission  suggested  that  the  first  1.1<»,ooo  acres  in  the  Great  Sinoky 
Mountains  National  Park  as  typifying  the  best  national  park  features  of  the 
region  should  be  acquired  in  the  main  ridge,  including  spur  ridges  and  canyons 
lying  between  them  from  Mount  Guyot  to  Gregory  Bald;  and  in  the  Shenan- 
doah National  Park  that  the  first  250,000  acres  should  be  acquired  on  the  main 
ridge,  together  with  projecting  spurs  and  the  canyons  lying  between  th^  from 
Mount  Marshall  to  Jarmans  Gap ;  t<%ether  with  such  occasicmal  holdings  else- 
where within  the  boundaries  of  both  areas  as  can  be  acquired  advantageously 
at  the  present  time. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  associations  representing  the  three  States  to 
pay  high  prices  for  lands  which  have  been  recently  purchased  for  the  purpose 
of  speculation  or  which  are  being  held  at  speculative  prices.  It  is  the  intention, 
however,  to  acquire  ultimately  all  the  land  prescribed  by  the  act,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  these  lands  may  be  acquired  by  private  negotiations  if  possible 
without  recourse  to  the  power  of  condemnation.  The  commission  is  pleased 
with  the  results  already  attained  by  the  three  park  associations,  and  It  hopes 
that  a  very  fine  sense  of  justice  and  reason  will  respond  to  their  tattbm 
endeavors  to  secure  the  land. 

It  was  decided  to  institute  active  arrangements  for  the  early  commencement 
of  a  national  campaign  for  contributions  to  supplement  the  existing  funds. 
This  campaign  can  begin  effective  work  as  soon  as  suflacient  lands  have  been 
acquired  within  the  two  areas  to  give  substantial  form  to  the  projects.  The 
organization  whidj  will,  conduct  the  national  campaign  will  be  annouuced  in 
the  near  future. 

On  July  19,  1926,  Harry  F.  Byrd,  Governor  of  Virginia^  invited 
Colonel  Smith  to  attend  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  commission  on 
conservation  and  development  which  he  had  established  in  the  State 

of  Virginia,  to  be  held  on  July  23,  at  which  it  was  expected  all 
matters  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Shenandoah  National  Park 
would  be  discussed  with  a  view  to  informing  his  new  commission, 
which  was  to  handle  all  park  matters  within  the  State  in  the  future. 
Colonel  Smith  was  unable  to  attend,  but  Major  Welch  was  notified 
and  accepted  tiie  invitation  in  his  stead. 

At  the  request  of  representatives  of  the  Shenandoah  and  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  areas  the  commission  held  a  meet- 
ing on  February  7  and  8,  1927,  to  give  these  representatives  an  op- 
portunity to  place  certain  matters  in  which  they  were  vitally  inter- 
ested beiore  the  commission.  All  the  members  were  present  except 
Major  Welch,  who  was  unable  to  attend  because  of  illness.  Mr. 
Cammerer,  of  the  National  Park  Service,  was  also  present  at  the 
invitation  of  the  chairman. 

Several  residents  of  Skyland,  in  the  Shenandoah  Park  area,  ap^ 
peared  before  the  commission  and  recommended  that  the  park  line  as 
tentatively  indicated  on  the  existing  maps  be  changed  to  excliide 
certain  residences  lying  in  or  near  Skyland  settlement.  ^  The  question 
was  discussed  with  these  representatives  in  great  detail,  and  it  was 
the  consensus  of  opinion  of  all  the  commissioners  that  it  Avas  not  only 
injudicions  but  practicaUy  impjo^dble  to  change  the  line  to  meet  tlie 
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wishes  of  owners  of  land  which  it  w^as  necessary  to  include  within 
the  park.  Requests  were  made  by  several  of  the  residents  for  a 
decisi(m  authorizing  them  to  occupy  their  residences  after  the  areas 
had  been  accepted  by  the  Govemaaent  as  a  national  park.  This  was 
discussed,  and  the  residents  were  advised  against  bringing  up  the 
question  in  such  manner  as  to  force  a  decision  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  at  that  time,  as  they  felt  it  would  induce  numerous  prop- 
erty owners  throughout  the  area  to  ask  similar  permission,  which 
would  result  in  a  great  number  of  privately  held  lands  wnthin  the 
heart  of  the  park,  contrary  to  the  policy  of  both  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  and  the  National  Park  Service. 

Mr.  Cammerer  called  the  commission's  attention  to  Representative 
Cramton's  statement  which  quite  clearly  sets  forth  the  attitude  of 
Congress  on  this  point  and  stated  that  unless  conditions  under  which 
the  Government  would  accept  these  lands  were  complied  with  it 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  impossible  to  get  the  proposed  parks 

established.  .  ,  .  , 

The  question  of  including  church  property  withm  the  park  areas 
was  discussed,  as  numerous  inquiries  were  constantly  coming  to  the 
commission  regarding  property  of  this  kind  as  well  as  school  prop- 
erty. It  was  the  opimon  of  the  commissioners  that  after  the  areas 
were  taken  over  as  national  parks  the  people  now  residing  within 
them  would,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  be  required  to  move  outside  the  parks,  which  would  to  a 
great  extent  obviate  the  necessity  of  having  either  school  or  church 
edifices  in  their  present  locations.  After  further  discussion  Mr. 
Gregg  suggested  that  a  resolution  should  be  adopted  to  be  given  out 
in  order  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  people  and  at  the  same 
time  make  the  facts  perfectly  clear.  The  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  passed: 

The  requirements  as  to  minimum  and  maximum  areas  involved  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  land  for  the  proposed  park,  as  far  as  the  Federal  Government  is  con- 
cerned, are  strictty  prescribed  in  the  organic  act  providing  for  the  establishment 

of  the  park.  ^  ,    .  ^     i  * 

The  commission  at  its  meeting  on  June  30  last  indicated  where  such  mini- 
mum acreage  should  be  acquired  to  best  advantage  to  meet  such  requirements. 

The  m<"^"'""»  area  may  surround  private  holdings,  but  these  must  be  secured 
as  of  the  major  part  of  the  remainder  required  to  comply  with  the  provlsioa  of 
tile  act  befmie  the  park  caa  be  finally  developed. 

In  the  afternoon  the  commission  met  to  receive  a  delegation  from 
Virginia  headed  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Carson,  chairman ;  Mr.  E.  O.  Fippin, 
secretary  and  treasurer:  and  Mr.  Lee  Long,  member  of  the  State 
Conservation  and  Development  Commission;  Mr.  H.  J.  Benchotf 
and  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Smith,  members  of  the  National  Park  Associa- 
tion ;  and  Messrs.  L.  F.  Zerkel  and  Hugh  Nayh)r.  In  the  absence  of 
the  chairman,  Vice  Chairman  Gregg  presided. 

Mr.  Gregg  asked  the  visiting  delegates  to  state  the  problems 
which  they  wished  to  discuss  with  the  commission,  and  Mr.  Fippin 
in  response  gave  a  brief  account  of  what  had  been  done  in  raising 
funds.  He  stated  that  two  calls  for  payment  of  pledges  received  in 
the  State  had  been  sent  out,  and  in  response  they  had  received 
$340,000,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  bank  to  be  held  until  suffi- 
cient funds  were  available  to  purchase  385,000  acres.  He  stated 
that  the  State  Conservation  and  Development  Commisidon  had 
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placed  six  parties  in  the  field  to  list  and  appraise  the  land.  Their 
aim,  Mr.  Fippin  stated,  was  to  get  about  400,000  acres  along  the 
main  crest  of  the  proposed  park.  This  listing  was  done  by  counties. 
Mr.  Gregg  called  the  attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  fact  that 
'Only  260,000  acres  would  be  needed  at  first  to  fill  the  requirements  of 
the  act  creating  the  park,  but  Mr.  Carson  stated  in  reply  that  their 
aim  was  to  acquire  the  major  portion  of  the  area  witMn  the  proposed 
park  boundaries,  that  they  wanted  a  national  park  and  not  a 
national  forest,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  commission  to  acquire 
only  land  that  would  be  suitable  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  and  that  their  goal  was  385,000  acres. 

Mr.  Carson  stated  that  after  they  had  listed  and  appraised  the 
land  they  intended  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  his  repre- 
sentatives to  inspect  it  to  decide  whetiier  or  not  it  was  acceptable 
before  the  actual  purchases  were  consummated.  He  stated  that  there 
were  at  least  5,000  homes  within  the  area,  which  constituted  a  big 
problem  in  their  work  of  listing  and  appraising,  as  most  of  these 
residences  occupied  desirable  locations,  which  would  be  difficult  to 
^acquire.  ' 

Mr.  Kelsej^  suggested  to  Mr.  Carson  that  as  soon  as  they  had 
acquired  250,000  acres  they  offer  it  to  the  Government  to  be  accepted 
as  a  national  park,  so  that  the  National  Park  Service  could  take 
charge  and  provide  fire  protection,  patrolling,  etc.  In  reply  Mr. 
•Carson  repeated  his  statement  that  it  was  the  intention  to  acquire 
the  major  portion  of  the  area  before  turning  it  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  would  not  begin  purchasing  until  they  had  the 
money  to  buy  385.000  acres,  as  he  felt  that  liis  (;ommission  was  legally 
and  morally  responsible  to  the  people  who  had  already  subscribed 
money  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  a  national  park. 

Reference  was  made  to  a  bill  that  was  being  introduced  in  the 
INorth  Carolina  Legislature  for  $2,000,000  with  which  to  purchase 
land  in  €hat  State  tor  the  Great  Smory"  Mountains  National  Park. 
This  appropriation  was  to  be  financed  by  an  issuance  of  bonds  by 
the  State.  Mr.  Carson  stated  that  as  it  was  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Virginia  State  constitution  to  bond  the  State  for  any 
internal  imiDrovements.  Virginia  could  not  follow  North  Carolina's 
method  of  raising  funds. 

Colonel  Benchoff  and  Doctor  Smith  stated  that  nothing  had  been 
>done  regarding  the  raising  of  funds  by  the  national  campaign  com- 
mittee of  five,  as  they  were  waiting  for  chairman,  Major  Welch, 
"to  call  a  meeting  of  the  committee  to  formulate  plans. 

On  February  8  the  commission  met  to  receive  Gen.  Frank  Maloney, 
of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Shaw,  of  Asheville,  N.  C,  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  area,  who 
wished  to  consult  the  commission  regarding  the  purchase  of  the  first 
150,000  acres  of  land  that  was  reg^uired  by  the  act  to  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  the  Great 
Smokj  Mountains  National  Paris.  General  Maloney  stated  that  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  desired  a  representative  of 
the  commission  and  a  representative  of  the  National  Park  Service 
to  visit  the  area  at  an  early  date  and  indicate  w^hat  land  would  be 
acceptable  for  the  first  150,000  acres  of  the  park,  so  that  it  could  be 
.submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  his  informal  approval 
.before  they  proceeded  with  any  further  purchases  within  the  area. 


The  chairman  assured  the  representatives  that  arrangements  would 
be  made  for  a  representative  of  the  commission  t  )  visit  the  area  early 
in  the  spring,  and  Mr.  Cammerer  stated  that  smiilar  arrangements 
would  be  made  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

To  enable  the  States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia 
to  proceed  with  the  acquisition,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  of  lands 
designated  within  tiie  park  areas  it  was  necessary  for  each  State  to 
have  legislative  action  authorizing  the  expenmture  of  funds  in 
acquiring  these  lands.  A  joint  resolution  was  passed  by  the  North 
Carolina  Legislature  January  28,  1927,  requesting  Chairman  Temple 
and  Major  TVelch.  of  the  Southern  Appalachian  Park  Commissiony 
and  Mr.  Arno  B.  Cammerer.  Assistant  Director  of  the  National  Park 
Service,  to  address  the  le^siature  in  joint  session.  A  similar^resolu- 
ti<Hi  was  passed  by  iiie  Tennessee  Legislature  April  8,  1927.  The 
persons  invited  accepted  both  invitations  and  addressed  the  legisla- 
tures as  requested  regarding  the  acquisition  of  land  for  the  proposed 
park. 

A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  North  Carolina  Legislature,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  acquisition  of  parks  and  recreational 
fadlities  in  the  Great  Smokj/  Mountains  of  North  Carolina  "  and 
authorizing  the  issuance  of  bonds  in  the  amount  of  $2,000,000  for  use 
in  acquiring  land  for  park  purposes.  This  bill  was  passed  by  the 
legislature  and  approved  February  25,  1927.  A  similar  act  creating 
the  Tennessee  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Park  Commission  and  author- 
izing the  issuance  of  bonds  in  the  amount  of  $1,500,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  was  introduced  in  the  Tennessee  Legislature  and  became 
a  law  by  the  approval  of  Governor  Austin  Peay  on  April  27,  1927. 

During  the  later  part  of  May  and  the  early  part  of  June  Mr.  Kel- 
sey  and  Colonel  Smith  cooperated  with  Mr.  Cammerer,  who  had 
been  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  select  a  tentative 
boundary  which  would  inclose  the  minimum  of  427,000  acres  for  the 
proposed  Great  Smdky  Mountains  National  Park.  Mr.  Cammerer, 
on  his  return  from  this  inspection  trip,  submitted  a  report  to  Secre- 
tary Work,  in  which  he  recommended  a  suitable  topographic  bound- 
ary line  for  the  proposed  park,  subject  to  a  few  modifications  and 
adjustments,  which  would  give  to  each  State  its  share  of  the  mini- 
mum of  427,000  acres  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  the  pro- 
posed national  park.  It  was  impracticable  to  divide  equally  the  area 
between  the  two  States.  However,  the  boundary  line  tentatively 
established  by  Mr.  Cammerer  gave  Tennessee  228,500  acres  and 
North  Carolina  225,500  acres,  with  a  leeway  of  approximately  10,000 
acres  on  each  side  for  adjusting  areas  to  be  acquired  to  constitute  tlie 
necessary  total  of  427,000  acres.  This  report  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

During  November  Mr.  Kelsey  spent  about  two  weeks  in  assisting 
.  Mr.  Cammerer  in  determining  the  minimum  boundary  line  of  the 
proposed  Shenandoali  National  Park.  Colonel  Smith  also  accom- 
panied Mr.  Cammerer  part  of  the  time  while  he  was  engaged  on  this 

On  January  10, 1928,  Major  Welch  submitted  his  resignation  as  a 
member  of  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  Commission  ta 
Secretary  Work,  who  accepted  it  on  January  14.  Major  Welch's 
resignation  was  due  to  the  fact  that  his  position  as  chief  engineer 
md  general  laanager  oi  the  PaUsades  In^t^tajte  P^rk  made  it  imr 


possible  for  him  to  spend  the  necessary  time  tliat  might  be  required 
lor  inspection  trips  oy  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park 

Commission. 

The  members  of  the  commission  received  an  invitation  from  the 
Richmond  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  attend  a  reception  and  l)uffet 
supper  to  be  given  to  representatives  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  at 
the  Jefferson  Hotel  on  January  31,  1928.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  Governor  Byrd,  and  many  officials  of  the  ^ta4;e  govern- 
ment were  also  invited. 

Secretary  Worjk,  accompanied  by  Chairman  Temple,  Mr.  Gregg, 
and  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park 
Commission,  left  Washington  January  31  and  on  their  arrival  at 
Richmond  were  met  by  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Scott,  jr.,  who  had  invited 
to  dine  at  his  residence  Gov.  Harry  Byrd ;  Secretary  Work ;  members 
of  the  commission;  Col.  U.  S.  Grant  3d,  Director  of  Public  Build- 
ings and  Parks;  Mr.  A.  B.  Cammerer,  Assi^nt  Director  of  the 
National  Park  Service;  Mr.  W.  J.  Showalter,  of  the  National  Geo- 
graphic Society;  Hon.  Junius  E.  West,  lieutenant  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia; Hon.  Thomas  W.  Ozlin,  speaker  of  the  Virginia  House  of 
Delegates;  Senator  John  A.  Lessiier,  of  Norfolk:  Mr.  Junius  P. 
Fishburn,  president  of  the  Virginia  State  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Mr.  Eugene  B.  Sydnor,  president  of  the  Richmond  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Carson,  chairman  of  the  State  Conserva- 
tion and  Development  Conunission.  Immediately  after  the  dinner 
the  Secretary's  party  proceeded  to  the  auditorium  of  the  Jefferson 
Hotel,  where  the  Secretary,  Governor  Byrd,  and  others  addressed 
the  meeting. 

A  tremendous  ovation  greeted  the  Secretary  when  he  arose  to 
make  the  preliminary  address  of  the  evening,  and  all  the  speakers 
were  enthusiastically  received.  The  most  notable  demonstration  of 
the  evening  came  toward  the  end,  Avhen  Col.  V.  S.  Grant  3d,  grand- 
son of  Gen.  U«  S.  Grant,  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Douglas  Freeman, 
toastmaster.  '  The  audience  of  600,  rising  from  their  seats  as  one 
man,  tendered  such  an  unusual  demonstration  that  in  spite  of  his 
manifest  reluctance  Colonel  Grant  was  compelled  to  make  a  speech 
in  acknoAvledgment. 

After  the  meeting  in  the  auditorium  the  chamber  of  commerce 
gave  an  informal  smoker  and  buffet  supper  to  Secretary  Work,  the 
commission,  and  members  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  at  which  plans 
for  making  the  proposed  ShenandoSi  National.  Park  a  reality  were 
thoroughly  disci^ssed. 

At  the  request  of  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  Association  a  bill 
was  introduced  in  the  House  by  Representative  Temple  and  in  the 
Senate  by  Seiiator  Swan.son,  of  Virginia,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  estab- 
lish a  minimum  area  for  a  Shenandoah  National  Park,  for  admin- 
istration, protection,  and  general  development  by  the  National  Park 
Service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  was  passed  by  the  House  and 
Senate  and  approved  by  the  President  on  February  16, 1928.  (Pub- 
Kc,  No.  33,  70th  Cong.)   Tliis  act  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represcntfiiires  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  CO)iffres8  assembled,  That  the  minimum  area  for  adminis- 
tration, protection,  and  general  development  by  the  National  Park  Service  in 
the  Shenandoah  National  Park,  the  establishment  of  which  is  provided  for  by 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  22,  1926  (44  Stat  616),  be,  and  the  same  is 


30       SOUTHEBXr  ASPilAOEIAlfr  KATIONAIi  PARK  GOMMlBBIOlir 


hertlby,  established  as  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  acres,  and  so 
mncb  of  the  said  act  of  May  22,  1926,  as  is  incon^tent  herewith  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sbo.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorized  to  lease  lands 
-wtthin  the  Shenandoah  National  Park  and  Great  Smoliy  Mountains  National 
Park  for  periods  not  exceeding  two  years,  upon  such  conditions  as  he  may  in 
his  discretion  deem  proper,  to  persons  and  educational  or  religious  institutions 
occupying  same  or  who  had  or  claim  to  have  had  sojue  interest  in  the  title  to 
the  same  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  park. 

The  Legislature  of  Virginia  passed  an  act,  which  was  approved 
by  Governor  Byrd  on  March  23,  1928,  "providing  the  form  and 
mode  of  procedure  and  furnishing  a  system  of  procedure  for  the 
condemnation  of  lands  and  buildings  and  other  improvements 
thereon,  or  of  any  estate  or  interest  therein,  for  use  as  a  public  park 
or  for  public-park  purposes,  which  shall  be  applied  in  any  condemna- 
tion proceedings  \^erein  the  petitioner  is  vested  with  the  power  of 
eminent  domain  for  <^e  condemnation  of  such  lands  for  such  pur- 
poses, anything  in  any  existing  statute,  law,  or  rule  of  procedui?e  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

After  the  resignation  of  Major  Welch  all  activities  of  the  Appa- 
lachian National  Parks  Association  (Inc.)  ceased,  as  he  had  been 
the  guiding  spirit  in  that  organization,  and  the  whole  project  seemed 
at  a  standstill.  At  the  insistence  of  the  official  representatives  of  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  permitted  Mr.  Amo  B.  Cammerer,  associate  director  of 
the  National  Park  ServioCj  to  undertake  the  collection  of  funds  out- 
side of  these  three  States  m  his  personal  capacity,  not  as  an  official 
of  the  United  States.  As  a  result  of  the  personal  interest  of  Mr. 
John  D.  Rockefeller,  jr.,  the  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller  Memorial 
as  a  memorial  to  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller  contributed  up  to 
$5,000,000  toward  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park,  match- 
ing dollar  for  dollar  such  funds  as  had  been  made  available  by  the 
duzens  of  the  States  and  the  States  themselves,  with  certain  condi- 
"tions  as  to  the  memorial  feature,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  States. 
This  money  was  especially  designated  for  the  Great  Smoky  Moun- 
tains National  Park  because  of  Mr.  Rockefeller's  keen  desire  to  save 
the  wonderful  forests  from  being  lumbered.  As  soon  as  this  fund 
was  in  hand  both  States  took  immediate  steps  to  enjoin  all  lumber 
cutting  within  the  park  area. 

Vice  Chairman  Gregg  called  a  meeting  of  the  commission  for 
January  11  and  12, 1929,  to  be  held  at  the  office  of  the  commission. 
Chairman  Temple  was  absent  from  the  city  on  account  of  illness, 
and  Major  Welch  had  resigned,  but  the  other  members  were  in 
attendance.  Mr.  Cammerer  was  also  present  at  the  invitation  of 
the  commission.  The  meeting  was  called  in  response  to  a  request 
of  the  chairman  of  the  North  Carolina  Park  Commission  to  con- 
ladder  a  suggestion  that  a  part  of  the  act  approved  May  22,  1926, 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  Shenandoah  Na- 
tional Park  in  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
Nalional  Park  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  indosing  approximately  704,000  acres  in  the 
two  States,  referring  to  the  maximum  boundary  line  of  the  pro- 
posed Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  as  set  forth  in  the 
original  report  of  the  commission  and  embodied  in  the  report  of 


the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  Congress  on  April  14,  1926,  be 
amended  to  include  an  area  alleged  to  contain  about  10,729.50  acres 
involved  in  the  Suncrest  Lumber  Co.'s  tract  Ij  ing  east  of  Caldwell 
Fork  and  Cataloochee  Creek.  Senator  Squires,  chairman  of  the 
North  Carolina  Park  Commission,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Khoades,  execu- 
<ive  secretary  of  the  commission,  indicated  that  this  parcel  of  land 
was  a  minor  part  of  the  holdings  of  the*Smicrest  Lumber  Co.,  which 
otherwise  lie  entirely  within  the  maximmn  boundary  line  of  the  pro- 
posed park,  and  that  it  was  probable  that  in  purchasing  that  portion 
of  the  lumber  company's  land  lying  within  the  boundary  line  the 
State  would  be  required  to  pay  as  much  as  for  the  w^hole  tract,  which 
jinduded  the  proposed  addition.  Several  members  of  the  commission 
were  familiar  with  the  area  and  approved  the  suggestion.  Mr. 
Cammerer  explained  ihat  the  North  Carolina  Commission  felt  that 
as  this  extra  acreage  was  a  part  of  the  major  lumber  holdings  to  be 
acquired  from  the  lumber  company  the  courts  would,  if  it  came 
to  court  action  in  condemnation  proceedings,  give  as  much  for  the 
parcel  already  within  the  park  area  as  it  would  for  the  entire  tract 
including  this  10,000  acres  outside  of  the  park  and  for  that  reason 
the  State  wanted  to  have  authority  to  accept  it  for  the  park  if  the 
courts  compelled  them  to  take  the  entire  tract.  Mr.  Cammerer  stated 
that  he  had  agreed  to  this  provided  that  this  10,000  acres  would 
not  be  considered  a  part  of  the  minimum  acn^age  to  be  turned  over 
to  the  Government  masmuch  as  the  State  was  getting  it  without 
^tra  cost,  so  to  speak.  An  amendment  was  introduced  by  Repre- 
sentative  1?emple  on  June  30,  1929,  and  was  passed  bv  Congress  and 
approved  by  the  President  April  19,  1930  (PubHc  No.  154,  7lst 
Cong.) 9  reading  as  follows: 

An  Act  To  provide  for  the  extension  of  tbe  boundary  limits  of  the  proposed  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Park,  tbe  establishment  of  wliich  is  autJioriied  by  the  act  approved 
May  22,  1926  (Forty-fourth  Statutes,  p.  616) 

Be  it  enacted  hp  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Umted 
States  of  America  in  Coiigress  assembled,  That  the  boundary  limits  of  the  tract 
of  land  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  in  the  States  of  Nwth  OaroUna  and 
Tennessee,  recommraded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  In  his  report  of  April 
14^  1026,  for  tile  establishment  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Pai^ 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  include  lands  adjacent  to  the  east 
boundary  as  defined  in  said  report  to  a  line  approximately  as  follows: 

From  a  point  on  top  of  the  Balsam  Mountains  at  the  boundary  of  Swain  and 
Hayward  Counties,  just  north  of  Black  Camp  Gap ;  thence  foliowin.tr  east  the 
top  of  The  mountain  range  to  Jonathan  Knob  and  Henipliill  Bald;  thence  along 
top  of  ridge  tlirough  Camp  Gap  to  Bent  Knee  Knob ;  thence  following  the  maiu 
ridge  to  Gataloodiee  Gieek  to  a  pokit  on  the  boundary  of  the  area  described  in 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Interior  of  April  14,  1926;  and  the  lands  within 
said  boundary  extension,  cat  any  part  thereof,  may  be  accepted  on  behalf  of  the 
IFnited  States  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  22,  1926,  for 
inclusion  in  the  area  to  be  known  as  tl^  Great  Snooky  Mountains  National  Park. 

The  commission  held  a  brief  session  on  January  12,  1930,  for  the 

transaction  of  routine  business. 

On  February  6.  1930,  large  delegations  from  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  headed  by  the  governors  of  the  respective  States,  called  on 
the  Hon.  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  at  his  office 
in  Washington,  and  officially  presented  to  him  the  lands  acquired 
within  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  as  a  nucleus  for 
the  proposed  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Fsxk. 
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Associate  Director  Cammerer,  of  the  National  Park  Service,  intro- 
duced Gov.  O.  Max  Gardner,  of  North  Carolina,  to  Secretary  Wil- 
bur, and  the  governor  made  tlie  f oUowing  speech  of  presentation : 

Mr.  Secretary,  North  Carolina  joins  Tenneiasee  to-day  in  presaiting  to  the 
Federal  €toverament  und^  existing  laws  158,790.21  acres  of  the  tmiqne  area 
designated  as  .the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park.  Our  joint  action 
makes  the  first  concrete  step  toward  the  actual  consummation  of  this  project, 
and  we  confidently  believe  we  shall  soon  take  the  next  step,  when  the  minimum 
area,  or  a  total  of  427,000  acres,  will  be  presented.  Then,  Mr,  Secretary,  the 
Federal  Government  will  be  free  to  proceed  under  the  law  with  the  develop- 
ment of  a  great  park  in  the  Appalachian  Mountains  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
Nation. 

We  are  presenting  to  you  the  most  massive  uplift"  in  the  East*  containing 
18  peaks  towering  about  6,000  feet  This  particalar  area,  lying  in  almost  equal 
portions  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  is  unsurpassed  for  natural  beauty 
and  grandeur  and  contains  1,000,000  acres  of  virgin  forestSi  some  of  which  were 

full  grown  when  Columbus  discovered  America. 

The  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park,  when  established,  will  create  In 
the  heart  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  a  pennanent  sanctuary  for  animal  and 
bird  life  and  a  botanical  garden  and  arboretum  which  scientists  say  will  be 
unequaled  in  the  world. 

This  great  undertaldng,  when  accomplii^ed,  will  preserve  the  last  raomant 
of  the  American  wilderness  ot  any  considerable  size  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  a  great  tract  of  virgin  timber  which  will  be  allowed  to  stand  in  its  natural 
grandeur,  safe  forever  from  the  usual  forces  of  devastation.  In  conserving  this 
great  forest  we  shall  preserve  at  its  source  the  water  power  of  two  States  and 
minimize  considerably  the  da;ager  of  droughts  and  floods  in  the  southern  section 
of  the  Nation. 

Moreover,  through  the  development  contemplated,  this  area  will  become  a 
playground  of  majestic  proportions  and  a  recreational  center  in  the  Bast  that 
will  be  accessible  within  a  day's  ride  to  one-half  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  for  it  lies  halfway  betwew  the  Mississippi  and  the  AOantic,  and 
between  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Oolf ,  not  more  tban  500  miles  distant  from 
each  of  these  extremes. 

No  other  national  park  in  America  will  serve  with  such  convenience  such  a 
large  population,  and  we  confidently  believe  that  in  ))reserving  this  area  and 
donatinjr  it  to  the  Nation  we  are  thereby  making  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Park  a  certainty,  and  that  through  this  action  taken  to-day  we  are  not 
only  preserving,'  an  area  of  great  scenic  beauty  but  we  are  providing  a  medium 
through  which  the  people  of  the  South  and  all  other  sections  of  the  Nation  will 
become  better  acquainted,  and  in  this  way  we  diall  effect  a  finer  unity  of  all 
our  people. 

I  take  very  great  ideasnre,  Mr.  Secretary,  in  presenting  the  deed  to  the  lands 
lying  in  North  Carolina,  and  in  doing  so  I  feel  it  only  just  to  our  people  to 
Speak  in  praise  of  the  splendid  work  of  the  North  Carolina  Park  Commission 
and  the  National  Park  Commission,  of  the  citizens  of  our  State,  and  particularly 
of  Hon.  Mark  Squires,  who  have  cooperated  enthusiastically  and  contributed 
liberally  of  their  private  funds  ($265,000),  and  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
North  Carolina  for  its  bond  issue  of  $2,000,000.  I  would  also  like  to  make  public 
acknowledgment  of  the  splendid  work  of  Congressman  Henry  W.  Temple  of 
F^nsylvania,  chairman  <tf  the  Appaladdan  National  Park  Gommis^km,  who^ 
with  his  associates  on  that  commia^on,  were  responsible  for  the  selection  of  this 
park  area.  And  particularly  must  I  record  the  deep  gratitude  of  North  Carolina 
to  the  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller  Memorial  for  its  very  generous  gift  of 
15,000,000  to  match  the  funds  of  both  States.  This  donation  came  to  us  through 
the  great  interest  and  public  spirit  of  Mr.  John  D.  Ro<'kefeller.  jr.,  through  the 
Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller  Memorial,  who  assisted  in  the  creation  of  this  park 
as  a  memorial  to  his  mother ;  and  her  memory  will  be  preserved  tliroughout  the 
ages  as  long  as  the  park  shall  last,  and  the  good  that  she  will  continue  to  do 
through  her  son's  loving  remembrance  will  be  an  everlasting  benefit  to  our 
I)eople. 

Governor  Gardner  then  presented  to  Secretary  Wilbur  the  deeds 
to  those  park  lands  lying  in  North  Carolina,  and  included  in  the 
158,799^1  acres. 


Mr.  Cammerer  next  introduced  Gov.  Henry  H.  Horton,  of  Ten- 
nessee, who  made  the  following  speech  of  presentation : 

Mr  Searetary,  ladi^  and  gentlemrai,  I  have  the  honor  and  great  pleasure  of 
presenting,  through  you,  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  for  national 
park  purposes  as  authorized  by  the  Federal  act  of  May  22,  1926,  and  apiilicable 
legislation  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  deed  to  100,176.63 
acres  of  land  in  that  section  of  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  so  beautifully 
de^^crihed  just  now  by  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina- 
It  is  not  necessary,  nor  perhaps  appropriate  at  this  time,  for  me  to  endeavor 
to  enlarge  on  the  beauties  and  grandeur  of  this  area  and  its  preeminent  fltneSB 
for  national  park  purposes— time  forbids  my  attempting  it.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  Southern  Ai^alac^lan  National  Pai*  Commission,  headed  by  Ccmgress- 
man  H,  W,  Temple  and  composed  of  men  nationally  known  for  their  knowledge 
<rf  national  parks  and  the  policies  controlling  their  establishment  and  develop- 
ment, after  a  survey  of  the  entire  southern  Appalachian  Range  selected  this 
area  and  in  glowing  terms  proclaimed  its  beauty.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
later  on.  after  investi^'ation  of  the  merits  of  the  project  by  his  expert.^  of  the 
National  Park  Service  of  the  Interior  Department,  verified  their  recommenda- 
tion as  sound.  From  that  time  on  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park 
project  took  its  i)lace  among  the  greatest  projects  ever  undertaken  by  any 
State  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  for  consenratlon  of  beautiful  se^c  areas 
for  tile  enjoyment  of  this  and  future  giraerations. 

I  b<^ieve  it  fitting  that  I  may  here  express  the  gratitude  and  appreciation  of 
the  people  of  Tennessee  to  Doctor  Temple  and  his  associates  on  the  Appalachian 
National  Park  Commission,  and  to  your  department,  and  to  you»  Mr.  Secretary, 
and  your  immediate  predecessor  Secretary  Work,  for  the  generous  interest 
manifested  in  behalf  of  the  park  project.  Particularly  do  I  want  to  emphasize 
aiso  the  deep  ^rratitude  and  heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  people  of  Tennessee 
for  the  valuable  substantial  support  given  by  the  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller 
Memorial  in  matching  funds  made  available  locally  in  the  States  of  N(Nrth 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  so  that  the  park  might  become  a  reality,  and  to 
John  D.  Bockefeller,  jr.,  viliose  perscmal  interest  and  foresight  and  public 
spiritedness  have  promised  the  actual  realization  of  this  great  plan.  I  wish  also 
at  this  time  to  take  the  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  State's  gratitude  to 
Arno  B,  Cammerer,  associate  director  of  the  National  Park  Service,  who,  as 
your  r'^presentative,  has  been  unfailing:  in  his  cooperation,  official  and  personal, 
in  the  enterprise  and  in  his  assistance  in  solving  many  unforeseen  problems 
that  constantly  arise  in  a  new  project  of  this  magnitude  with  few  precedents 
to  turn  to  for  sruidance.  And  to  Col.  David  C.  Chapman,  an  original  park 
advocate  and  a  citizen  of  Tennessee  who  unstintingly,  without  thought  of  self 
or  his  private  affairs,  has  for  years  given  his  time,  both  personally  and  as 
-chairman  of  fbe  Tamessee  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Park  Oommission,  toward 
the  furtherance  of  this  project,  too  mui^  praise  can  not  be  given  by  a  grateful 
State.  To  the  members  of  the  Tennessee  Great  Smoky  Mountains  Park  Com- 
mission and  other  agencies  and  individuals  who  have  done  so  much  to  help  the 
cause  and  made  possil)le  the  establishment  of  the  park  I  desire  also  to  record 
the  thanks  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

I  am  confident  that  all  these,  and  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  my  State 
and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  have  supported  and  cooperated 
so  faltitifully,  untiringly,  and  earnestly  in  the  establishm^t  of  this  park,  will 
join  in  my  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in  being  able  to  participate  in  this  momen- 
tous, historic  occasion,  which  marks  definitely  the  beginning  of  the  establish- 
ment of  one  of  the  most  magnificent  national  parks  of  the  world. 

Let  me  add  that  Tennessee  is  interested  in  bringing  this  accomplishment  to  a 
successful  close  as  speedily  as  possible.  We  now  have  contracted  for  40.000 
acres  more  than  was  delivered  to  you  to-day,  and  suits  are  pending  in  court 
for  condemnation  proceedings  to  37,000  acres  more. 

We  are  running  a  race  with  North  Carolina  as  to  which  can  first  deliver  the 
entire  amount  necessary  for  the  park  to  the  Govemm^t  of  the  United  States. 

Governor  Horton  then  presented  to  Secretary  Wilbur  the  deeds  to 
those  park  lands  lying  within  Tennessee  and  included  in  the  158,* 
acres. 


Secretary  Wilbur,  haTing  accepted  the  deeds,  made  ih»  loUowing^ 

talk: 

The  Governors  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  ladies,  and  gentlemen, 
this  is  a  particularly  happy  occasion  for  me.  I  have  written  down  a  few 
things  to  say  because  this  is  a  historical  occasion,  but  before  reading  them  I 
want  to  express  my  deep  personal  gratitude  to  all  of  you  men  who  have  been, 
working  so  hard  to  bring  about  the  consummation  of  this  very  signiticant 
project.  You  have  builded  better  than  you  know.  We  were  just  about  on  the 
verge  of  losing  for  tbe  eastern  part  of  one  continent  aU  of  onr  great  natural 
glories*  Yoar  preservation  of  a  portion  of  them,  and  the  ^Eorts  now  being 
made  for  the  Shenandoah  National  Park,  are  the  most  encouraging  thing  that 
I  know  of  in  tiiis  great  field  of  conservation.  In  fact,  this  is  the  largest  real- 
estate  operation  with  which  I  have  ever  been  associated !  You  can  go  as  far 
as  you  like  in  your  contest  between  the  two  States,  and  if  it  is  an  even  race 
you  will  get  an  even  heartier  welcome  than  to-day. 

Yon  have  tendered  to  me,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved May  22,  1926,  providing  for  the  establishment  among  other  things  of  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  in  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  title  to  somer  15S/n»21  acres»  or  n^rljr  240  square  mites,  of  nn- 
eqnaled  mountain  vall^  land  in  the  heart  of  the  Great  Smokies,  wM^  I  hex^y 
accept  with  the  px^tfonnd  thanks  of  the  American  people,  bat  of  course  neces- 
sari^  subject  to  review  of  title  tendered  by  the  legal  officers  of  the  department. 

Several  years  ago,  when  a  responsible  commission  under  this  department, 
headed  by  Congressman  Temple  of  Pennsylvania,  and  under  authority  of  the 
Congress,  investigated  the  southern  Appalachian  Mountain  Range  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  whether  there  still  remained  an  area  within  that  range 
measuring  up  to  national-park  standards,  they  rendered  an  enthusiastic  report 
on  the  merits  of  two  possible  park  projects,  one  that  of  the  proposed  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  and  the  othw  of  the  pressed  Shwiandoah 
National  Park.  To-day  marios  tbe  first  step  in  the  flnal  ajee^oopliahin^t  <Kf 
the  first 

The  committee's  requirements  for  their  guidance  in  such  search  were: 

1.  Mountain  scenery  with  inspiring  persi)ectives  and  delightful  details. 

2.  Areas  sufficiently  extensive  and  adaptable  so  that  annually  millions  of 
visitors  might  enjoy  the  benetit  of  outdoor  life  and  communion  with  nature 
without  the  confusion  of  overcrowding. 

3.  A  substantial  part  to  contain  forests,  shrubs  and  flowers,  and  mountains 
and  streams,  with  picturesque  cascades  and  waterfalls  overhimg  with  foliage, 
all  untouched  by  the  hand  of  man. 

4.  Abundant  springs  and  streams  aTailable  fbr  camps  and  ^hMg. 

5.  Opportunities  tor  proteetli^  and  devdoping  the  wild  life  of  the  area, 
and  the  whole  to  be  a  natural  museum,  preserving  outstanding  features  of 
the  southern  Appalachians  as  they  appeared  in  the  early  pioneer  days. 

6.  Accessibility  by  rail  and  road. 

In  what  is  now  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  area  was  found 
an  area  measuring  up  to  the  requirements  of  a  national  park  area,  because 
of  the  "  height  of  mountains,  depth  of  valleys,  ruggedness  of  the  area,  and  the 
unexampled  variety  of  trees,  shrubs,  and  plants.  Thts  region  includes  Mount 
Guyot,  Mount  LeConte,  Clingmans  Dome,  and  Gregory  Bald  and  may  be 
^tended  In  seireral  dlreeticms  to  include  other  splendid  mountain  regioim 
adjacent  thereto.^ 

The  department  representative  directed  to  review  their  findings  confirmed 
those  factSy  and  that  the  area  measured  up  to  national  park  standards  in  every 
particular.  You  therefore  are  tendering  title  to  a  portion  of  that  national 
park  for  administrative  and  protective  purposes  as  authorized  by  the  Federal 
law,  which  will  soon  be  followed  by  the  tender  of  title  to  the  remainder  of  not 
less  than  277,000  acres  to  complete  the  park.  At  that  time  the  National  Park 
Service  of  the  Interior  Department  may  assume  charge  of  its  development 
as  a  complete  naticmal  parte  ntkter  tbe  jnrisdicticm  of  tbB  Interior  IN^rtment. 

The  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  through  thi^r  citizens  andi 
l^^atnres,  subscribed  nearly  $5,000,000  toward  this  project,  which  was  later 
matched  up  to  $5,600,000  by  a  pledc:e  of  the  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller 
Memorial  in  memory  of  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller,  completing  a  fund  which 
it  is  estimated,  based  upon  the  best  then  available  information,,  is  suflScient,. 
I  am  informed,  to  complete  the  purchase  of  the  minimum  park  project.  I  par- 
ticularly want  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  great  public  spirit  shown. 


by  the  J^ura  Spelman  Rockefeller  Uemorial  and  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr., 
In  making  this  great  park  project  a  possibility  through  their  magnificent 

contribution  as  a  memorial  to  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller.  I  have  not  yet 
had  the  good  fortune  to  make  a  personal  inspection  of  this  area,  but  from 
all  I  know  from  those  who  have  been  so  fortunate  I  will  find  one  of  the  most 
inspiring,  romantic,  and  scenic  areas  iu  the  Americas  when  I  do  visit  it, 
which  I  hope  to  do  very  soon. 

In  the  acquisition  of  this  land  for  the  park  for  national-park  imposes  there 
were  no  i^ticedents  to  goide  the  several  States  and  their  r^resentatives.  All 
western  national  parks  were  carved  ttom  the  public  domain  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  acquisition  of  the  land  did  not  cost  the  Government  anything, 
nor  were  serious  problems  of  acquisition  involved.  A  different  problem  had  to 
be  met  in  the  Smokies,  since  the  Government  could  not  well,  along  established 
policies,  spend  Federal  funds  in  the  acquisition  of  such  land,  and  the  method 
followed  by  the  two  States  of  securing  funds  privately  had  to  be  l'ullo\ve<i. 

The  gathering  of  the  necessary  funds,  the  passing  of  the  special  legislation, 
both  Federal  and  State,  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object,  the  acquisition  of 
the  many  individual  parcels  of  land  by  purchase  or  condemnation,  all  pre- 
sented titanic  problems,  which  threap  the  earnestness  and  hard  work  of  the 
several  State  park  commissions^  supported  by  th^  reeq^iective  governors  and 
State  legislatures,  have  been  overcome  as  they  arose.  Especially  do  I  want  to 
compliment  through  you  the  splendid  efforts  of  your  respective  park  commis- 
sions, headed  by  the  Hon.  Mark  Squires,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Col.  David  C.  ^ 
Chapman,  of  Tennessee,  whose  work  I  consider  outstanding  in  sucli  national 
effort  The  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  their  governors,  their 
legislatures,  and  their  perk  commissions  are  accomplishing  what  at  one  time 
was  considered  the  Impossible,  and  post^ty  wHl  forever  record  the  remarkable 
work  that  has  been  done  by  them  and  those  others  who  are  making  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  a  fact.  This  park  will  wh^  flnaUy  com- 
pleted, 1  am  confident,  play  its  important  part  in  the  futvme  iffngf&m  of  the 
great  Commonwealths  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee. 

The  peoples  of  the  United  States  will  ever  appreciate  the  great  work  you 
have  done  in  saving  this  area,  for  in  the  long  run  we  are  the  sons  and  daiiirli- 
tets  of  natnre,  and  nature  is  at  her  choicest  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
National  Park. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Secretary's  speech.  Director  Horace  M. 
Albright,  of  the  National  Park  Service,  introduced  to  the  Secretary 
Senator  Mark  Squires,  chairnaan  of  the  North  Carolina  Park  Com- 
mission, engaged  in  acquiring  lande  for  the  proposed  psfk.  He  in 
turn  introduced  the  members  ol  his  comraiflrion. 

Then  Mr.  Albright  introduced  Col.  David  C.  Chapman,  chairman 
of  the  Tenneesee  Grreat  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  Commis- 
sion, who  introduced  the  members  of  his  commission. 

After  that  Mr,  Albright  introduced  Representative  H.  W-  Temple, 
chairman  of  the  Appalachian  Park  Commission;  Col.  Glenn  S. 
Smith,  secretary  of  the  commifision;  Mr.  Kenneth  Chorley,  repre- 
sentative of  the  Laura  Spelman  Rockefeller  Memorial;  Mr.  Will 
Carson,  chaimmn  of  the  Virginia  Ck»mrvaiioiL  (!]k«uni»sion,  wMeh 
is  developing  the  ShenandoiSi  project;  and  those  members  of  the 
Tennessee  and  North  Carolina  delegations  in  Congress  who  were 
present.  This  ended  the  presentation  ceremonies. 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky  passed  a  bill  (approved  March  22, 
1930),  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  conveyance  to  the  United 
States  of  America  of  certain  land  for  naticmal-park  purposes  agroe- 
able  to  this  act  and  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Ccmmion- 
wealth  of  Kentucky,  approved  f^bniary  28,  1928,  ^own  as  ike 
StttiMe-Bartlett  Act,  dhapter  164,  page  650,  acts  1928,  and  any 
atneniUDitots  thereto ;  and  ae  contemplated  and  provided  for  in  and 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  National  Park  in 


ihe  State  of  Kentucky,  and  for  other  purposes,'  approved  May  26, 
1926  (  44  Stat.  635),  and  as  may  be  provided  for  in  any  amendments 
which  may  be  made  to  said  act  of  Congress ;  also,  for  the  cession,  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  of  jurisdiction  over  said  lands  for 
national-park  purposes,  with  certain  reservations  to  the  State  of 
Kentucky  touching  the  question  of  jurisdiction;  for  the  repeal  of 
all  laws,  or  parts  of  laws,  of  the  State  of  Kentuckv  inconsistent  or 
in  conflict  herewilii;  and  declaring  an  emergMicy,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  appropriation  of  $1,000,000  for  thb  pnrchafie  of  land  for 
park  purposes. 

On  October  30,  1930,  Colonel  Smith  joined  Mr.  Cammerer,  of  the 
National  Park  Service,  at  Mammoth  Cave,  to  assist  him  in  determin- 
ing the  location  of  the  minimum  boundary  line  for  the  proposed 
Mammoth  Cave  National  Park.  Several  days  were  spent  in  this  area, 
wid  Colonel  Smith  returned  to  Washington  on  November  8. 

The  commission's  work  of  locating  areas  for  national  parks  then 
appeared  to  be  completed.  During  the  past  two  or  three  years  the 
duties  of  the  conumssi^  had  been  gradually  diminishing  and  were 
confined  to  occasional  trips  by  one  or  more  of  the  commissioners  to 
the  proposed  park  areas,  to  cooperate  with  representatives  of  the 
National  Park  Service  in  determining  the  minimum  park  boundary 
lines  for  the  various  parks. 

The  determination  by  the  National  Park  Service  of  the  boundary 
lines  inclosing  the  minimum  areas  that  would  be  suitable  to  recom- 
mend  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  involved  numerous  trips  to  the 
dijieraat  areas  by  representatives  of  the  service,  and  it  became  im- 
mediately evident  tfaiftt  the  ecdsting  topographic  maps  covering  the 
two  proposed  park  areas  were  of  too  ^aU  a  scale  and  so  inaccurate 
as  to  make  it  impossible  to  plot  the  minimum  boundary  lines  as 
determined  on  them. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Carson,  chairman  of  the  Virginia  Conservation  and 
Development  Commission,  who  had  under  his  jurisdiction  the 
Shenandoah  Park  area  and  who  under  the  existing  State  laws  was 
apjaraising  the  lands  to  be  acquired  for  park  purp(»es,  called  on 
the  ocnmnissian  to  assist  tibte  ^tote  in  locating  on  the  ground  the 
minimum  boundary  as  determined  by  tilie  National  Park  Service. 
This  required  a  field  survey.  As  there  were  no  State  funds  at  that 
time  for  this  purpose  Mr.  Carson  on  January  12,  1927,  personally 
advanced  the  necessary  funds  ($10,000)  to  his  commission.  The 
Director  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  added  an  addi- 
tional $10,000  and  the  Geological  Survey  topographically  mapped 
and  nuudrad  the  minimum  boimdary  lines  on  the  ground. 

When  completed  the  Tidue  of  this  survey  was  recc^slzed,  and  it 
was  decided  that  topographic  maps  of  the  entire  park  areas  were 
necessary  for  a  base  on  which  the  States  could  plot  the  parcels  of 
land  acquired.  To  assist  the  States  in  their  work  Congress  in  the 
second  deficiency  bill  of  1928  appropriated  $65,000  for  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  and  $35,000  for  the  Shenandoah 
National  Park  to  be  expended  in  executing  such  surveys.  In  the 
second  deficiency  bill  of  1929  an  additional  $60,000  was  appropriated 
for  tile  Great  &noky  area  and  $45,000  for  the  ShenaBdoftli  am  to 
continue  this  work.  The  State  of  Kentucky,  seeing  the  need  of  a 
small  map  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  Park  area,  requested  tiiat  an 
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appropriation  be  made  by  Congress  to  map  that  area,  and  the  second 
deficiency  bill  of  1930  provided  $25,000  for  this  purpose.  To  com- 
plete the  topographic  mapping  and  publish  the  resulting  maps  of 
the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  and  Shenandoah  areas  Congress  pro- 
vided $75,000  in  the  Interior  Department  bill  of  1930,  which  was 
sufficient  to  complete  these  areas.  In  1931  the  second  deficiency  bill 
carried  an  item  of  $4,600  to  complete  the  mapping  and  the  publica- 
tion of  the  resulting  maps  of  the  Mammoth  Cave  area.  Thus  Con- 
gress has  assisted  the  several  States  to  the  total  amount  of  $319  600— 
$176,000  for  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park,  $115,000 
for  ttw  Shenandodi  National  Park,  and  $29,000  for  the  Mammoth 
Cave  National  Park. 

In  the  later  part  of  1930  the  work  of  the  Southern  Appalachian 
National  Park  Commission  seemed  to  have  been  completed.  The 
problems  of  the  various  State  park  associations  had  been  transferred 
gradually  to  the  National  Park  Service  and  a  portion  of  the  desig- 
nated area  had  been  turned  over  to  the  Federal  Government  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  plan  originally  outlined  by  the  commission.  The 
JSS?^^^*''^^^^  . asked  for  no  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year 

Chainnan  Temple  called  a  meeting  for  December  30, 
l»dO,  at  the  office  of  the  commission  in  Washington,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  making  a  final  report  and  asking  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  dissolve  the  commission.  The  remaining  members 
of  the  commission  were  all  present  except  Colonel  Smith,  who  was 
absent  Irom  the  citjr  on  account  of  illness. 

A  general  discussion  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  functions  of 
the  coinmi^on--namely,  to  select,  if  possible,  a  suitable  area  or 
areas  of  national-park  status  within  certain  limits  of  territorv.  and 
thMi  devise  a  plan  for  helping  the  people  to  acquire  the  land  without 
cost  to  the  Federal  Government— had  been  fulfilled. 

Appreciation  was  expressed  for  the  cooperation  of  the  Geological 
Purvey  in  making  airplane  maps  and  in  other  work,  and  of  the  tout- 
tesy  of  the  Army  Air  Service  in  furnishing  airplanes  for  the  use  of 
the  commission  m  surveys. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gregg  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  final  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  IntericH-  and  to  ask  him  to  dissolve  the 
commission.  vui=»wxvc  uxo 

H.  W.  TEMfLE,  CAcdrman, 
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Interior  Department  Building, 
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fpnoT!?  ^  Congress  approved  February  21,  1925.  Tho 
ffian  T^?.,-''''^1  P  «^        informarSouthern  Appat 

Kch  26  i?94    41^  Committee  appointed  by  Secretary  Work  on 

S  and  Jhe tmmis^r  ^' 

plS^'^the  ,«>°«^on  beUeve  that  they  have  accom- 

piisiiea  the  task  given  tiiem  and,  unless  you  have  other  work  for 


38       SOUTHEBN  APPALACHIAN  NATIONAL  PAEK  COMMISSION 

them,  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  yau  disserve  this  camniiasii 
effective  at  the  close  oi  June  80^  1981. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  W.  Temple,  OJkiirrMm. 


The  Secbetaey  of  the  Interior, 

WasUnffton^  June  12, 19S1. 

Hon.  H.  W.  Temple, 

Ghmimhan  Southern  Appalachian  National  Park  G OTmrdaawn^ 

House  of  Representatives^  Washington^  D,  G. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Temple:  Your  letter  of  June  1  last  has  been 
received,  submitting  the  final  report  of  the  Southern  Appalachian 
Naticmal  Park  Commission,  and  requesting  that,  since  the  members 
of  the  commission,  in  your  opinion,  nave  accomplished  the  task  given 
them,  unless  I  have  other  work  in  mind  for  them  within  the  purview 
of  the  original  act  of  February  21,  1925,  authorizing  the  commis- 
sion's establishment,  it  be  dissolved,  effective  at  the  clo^e  of  business 
on  June  30, 1931. 

Since  I  concur  in  your  conclusion  that  the  commission  has  com- 

Flet^  its  work,  and  I  can  not  think  of  other  work  to  assign  to  it, 
have  to-day  issued  the  order  you  request  dissolving  the  commission 
at  the  close  of  business  on  June  30  next.  In  doing  so  I  want  to 
express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  individual  members  of  the 
commission,  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  outstanding  public  work 
your  commission  accomplished,  without  compensation,  in  the  selection 
of  the  three  proposed  new  eastern  parks,  namely,  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Park  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  the 
Mammoth  Cave  National  Park  in  Kentucky,  and  the  Shenandoah 
National  Park  in  Virginia.  All  three  of  mese  parks  are  now  in 
various  stages  of  accomplishment,  and  I  am  conndent  that  before 
long  you  and  your  associates  may  see  a  definite  consummation  of 
these  conservation  projects  in  which  your  commission  took  such  a 
vital  part.  That,  I  am  sure,  will  in  itself  bring  to  you  and  your 
assQciates  the  largest  mea^ui;e  of  satisfaction. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Bat  Lyman  WnauR. 


United  States  Department  op  the  Interior, 

Washington^  June  12^  1931. 

Order  No.  515 

It  is  ordered  and  directed  that  the  Southern  Appalachian  National 
Park  Commission,  authorized  by  the  act  of  CoBgroes  approved  Feb- 
ruaiy  21,  1926,  is  hereby  dissolved,  effeetive  at  the  dose  oi  business 
on  June  30,  1931,  said  commission  having  completed  the  duties 

contemplated  under  said  law.  All  files  and  records  of  said  commis- 
sion are  hereby  transferred  to  the  National  Park  Service  at  the 
close  of  business  on  June  30  next. 

Bat  Lthah  WiLBtrat,  Secretary. 
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